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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND
BOARD OP ' CLECTIONS

DIRDCTIVE
The State Boatd cf Electlons (“Boatd”) heteby issues this Directive to the local boards of
canvassets for each city. and town, pulsuant to-R.I. Gen, LaWs § 17-7- 5(0) The Dnecuve
i ptovxdes gu1dance 1elat1ng to the unplementancn and use of secure 1eceptacles fm the deposit.of . "~
 mail ballots by votets for Title 17 electtons meludu_tgl the Statewtde Primaty te be held oL, -« bt |

-September 13 2022 and the General Election on November-B, 2022, Every 1'e_ceptacle. shall be' .

&, deemed tc be the pmpelty of the Boatd of Electtons

E "The lccal bealds of canvassers are heteby duected to make avatlable'a receptacle at
each pollmg place (“Ofﬁctal Pollmg Place Receptacle”) for the depcmt of any matl ballots ,
cast by votets under chaptet 20 of tttle 17 of the General Laws, Each Ofﬁclal Polhng Place '

| Receptacle shall be. avatlable fm use by any V()tel during the peri tod thiat the polling place

. 1ema1ns open, ftom 7 a.m. through 8 p.m. (except for New Shmeham which shall be

. avallable fl.‘O.m 9 a.m. tht'ough 8 p.m.). Any person who is stan'dmg in line for the pcrpoce cf
depositing a mail ballot into the Official Polling Place Re.lceptac'le at 8 p.m. shall be perctitted
to do so. The voter is not required to use the receptacle located at their designated precinct
polling location. The voter may deposit the mail ballot in any Official Polling Place

Receptacle located at any polling location.




-§ ~but plotected 1ecatton that is 1eadtly accessxble to the voter for the depomt of matl ballots

The Official Polling Place Receptacle shall be used exclusively for the receipt of any
mail ballot that is enclosed within a sealed certification envelope. Any ballot that is not
enclosed within a sealed certification envelope shall not be tabulated for the election.

The Official Polling Place Receptacles shall be under the supervision of a desigoated'

" polling place ofﬁcial and shall be monitorecl to ensure that it is 'safe and beit'lg-properly used ‘
"+ forthe receipt of ma11 and emergency ballots w1thm a sealed certification envelope Each

' 1eceptacle shall be labeled as an Official Pollmg Place Receptacle and Wlll ﬂll’lhel be labeled .
to indicate that it is only for the depos1t of mail and emergency ballots contamed w1thm a

sealéd cer ttficatton envelope The teceptacle shall also mclude the ‘Aotation that Any ballot L

that is not contamed wnthm a sealed certrﬁcatton envelope shall not be tabulated for the

-electton '

' Each Ofﬁctal Pollmg Place Receptacle shall be tampe1 <pr oof and: shall use a slot K

. opening that is capable of 1e0e1v1ng mall ballots The 1eeeptacles shall be placed i a wsxble :

The zeceptacle shall be lgcated no' mo1e than 10 feet befote the poll Woll(el tables that are

used to process or ehe.ck‘-in votets at the polling plaee-., The loc‘anon of the 0fﬁc1a1 Pollmg §

" Place Receptacle must comply with the l'eqqirements of subtitle A of Title II of the

| ~ Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (“ADA"), 42 U.S.C. §§ 12131-12134, as amended.

The location of the Official Polling Place Receptacle must be accessible to any person l;vith a .
disability and be in a location that provides access for any disabled person and is at a height

that permits the deposit of mail ballots from the height of a wheelchair.




At 8 p.m. on election day, upon the last mail ballot deposited by any person in line to
do so, the designated polling official shall seal the Official Polling Place Receptacle to
prevent any additional mail ballots being deposited after the close of the election.

. Immediately upon the close of the polls and the sealing of the’ Ofﬁcial Polling Place

Receptacle the local boatd of canvassets or 1ts designated polllng official shall transport

‘each Ofﬁc1al Pollmg Place Receptacle to its 1especttve cdy or town hall. The OfﬁClal
Pol-lmg Place Receptacles shall be stored in a locked and secure locatton Before 12 o oh -
the day followmg any election, each Ofﬁc1a1 Polhng Place Receptacle shall be dehveted bya -

S de51gnated agent of the’ local boatd of canvassets to the Boatd of Eleettons lodated at its

ofﬁees 2000 Plainfield Plke, Ctanston Rhode Island and shall be accompamed by a

" completed maml‘est form pt,thded by the Boald The mamfest shall set forth the date and '

e ttme of the tran:.tmttal 01" the Ofﬁctal Pollmg Place Receptacle to the 01ty or town hall Only
E persons desxgnated by the local boatds of canvassets 1ncludmg asmgned Taw enfor cement

o - ‘Ofﬁcéls shall be authortzed to transport the sealed Ofﬁctal Pollmg Place Receptacle to the '

' Boa1 d of Electtons The Boatd ahall record the date and, tune that the Ofﬁc1al Polling Place

Receptacle is lCCBlVBd

The Boatd or the deStgnated Electton Ofﬂc1al shall be 1espons1ble f01 the openmg of

~each Official Polhng Place Receptacle.. No teceptacle shall be unlocked or opened by any

- othe1 person, mcludmg any official of the local boards of carivassers. The Board staff shall

open each sealed Official Polling Place Receptacle, count and document the number of mail
ballots contained therein, and continue with the processing and certification of the sealed
certification envelopes in accordance with the requirements of Chapter 20 of Title 17 of the

General Laws.




The Board and the local boards of canvassers shall provide public notice of the
availability of the Official Polling Place Receptacle for election day and said notice shall be
posted on the websites of the Board of Elections as well as the official website for each city
.and town.

This Directive may remain in full force and effect until further qrdcl‘ oi' direc?ive of
.the Board. Providgd, however, thatlif les_s.than five p#rc_ent of all mail béllo’;é outstanding: fét
thé Novembér 8,"2022,élect-i§n are q-ést from mail-bgllot;s'destited in an OfﬁCi%;.]. qu,.lli__ng :
“Place Rebéptacies for the General Electibn, this DireCtiQe may bé withdrawri by the B(;ard

As voted upon and 1ssued by the Boald of Eiectlons on thﬁ? day of August 2022
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