CAMPAIGN FINANCE MANUAL

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND BOARD OF ELECTIONS

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND
BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Rl CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS &
EXPENDITURES REPORTING ACT

(R.I.G.L. 17-25)

2026

CAMPAIGN FINANCE MANUAL 1 APRIL 2026

APRIL 2026



STATE OF RHODE ISLAND BOARD OF ELECTIONS

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND
BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Jennifer L. Johnson, Chairwoman
l.ouis A. DeSimone, Jr., Vice-Chairman
Marcela Betancur

Michael P. Connors

Randalt A. Jackvony

Robert B. Rapoza

David H. Sholes

Miguel J. Nunez
Executive Director

Richard E. Thornton
Director of Campaign Finance

2000 Plainfield Pike
Cranston, Rhode Island 02921
(401) 222-2345 (401) 222-4424 Fax

www.elections.ri.gov
Email: campaign.finance@elections.ri.gov

CAMPAIGN FINANCE MANUAL 2 APRIL 2026




TABLE OF CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION.......ccocormeirmrimmsmnsmmmranrsnnsramransrnnsnvsersanssnrsnnsrns rrewEnERaRevEnARRanpnenaasnnn .6
1.0 PERSONS AND ENTITIES SUBJECT TO THE CAMPAIGN FINANCE
2 vrrarramenaanarsmmnannas 7
1.1 CANDIDATES R POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEES AND POLITICAL PARTY COMMITTEES ..vvvvervvvrrrecrerrraens 7
J 1 CORAIAAIC ..o et et e s e e e e et e s s s nt e b s e et s e bae s sasmeeseass et aasssr et senaneessnbanares 7
1. 1.2 POlItical ACHOR COMPRIEEE «......eeeeceveeecceeeeeieeeees e e sestes s ssnmaterseibas s esres s sasneesssstatassssbasasniasessrransares 7
1. 1.3 Political Party COMMIER .........c.coovveeeiiiceiiicriteitcteie sttt sttt 8
1.2 LAWFUL METHODS OF CONTRIBUTING TO SUPPORT OF CANDIDATES .....cviviiierrereeesrsssissssrerssresssssarsssererss 8
2.0 DUTIES OF A CANDIDATE.....c i cimiireeeciicesiemssscsnasseansssssmnsssamsnsssmsssserannsans 9
2.1 NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION .oiieeiisiissieiiiersiarsreiessiemssssisiarasssesersssassasieissstsssses inssssressiessrserssnerssansirns rereeeas 9
2.2 APPOINTMENT OR REMOVAL OF TREASURERS ...evcccitieimeeeeiernesrsssnsresstneasssseassnsssrrasasesnrscensasssvesssasessns 9
2.3 RESPONSIBILITIES OF A CANDEDIATE . ..cveveverereraresesisirirmsarerssesrmasmrasssesstststesesesastnnsesnrnnisssessseiinnsersssssssrsons 10
2.4 CANDIDATES AND THE RHODE ISLAND ETHICS COMMISSION .....cocvisiiceeecssrecesesrrreeeresressssseses nenseeas 11
2.4.1 Candidate Financial Disclosure-Rhode Island Ethics ComMISSION.......covvevceivvvevervieiricinsisienrenes 1i
3.0 DUTIES OF A POLITICAL PARTY COMMITTEE .....c.ccccccnimmmcrecamcnncnmsnnmnnnes 12
3.2 APPOINTMENT OR REMOVAL OF TREASURERS .ttt ievninrsistsinierarssessssseserssareesssssssssrnrseesssssssssnrasssssarens 1.2
3.3 ANNUAL REPORT ...covuiuiuiirenaeeionsnssesssssessetsesssescssessesssssmsssrssssnsasesssasesessncines e s 12
4.0 DUTIES OF A POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE {PAC)....cc.cceemmmcriscanecas 13
4.1 NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION 1iiiissttssrisssisiseieestsseiainretesssesssatasseessiesssssssssssnseisssnsseessssissssasssessssisssinssasatans 13
4.2 APPOINTMENT OR REMOVAL OF TREASURERS .c.uuutieriittieeieeseniareresereessesateessssasessssnsessssansssssansssnssnsane 14
5.0 DUTIES OF CAMPAIGN TREASURERS. ........cccccviiviicnmcvnernernasnen R T
5.1 RECORD KEEPING .vieiiieieiiererieteesssstttesteesesiareesstasserastss sevessas s sntasasasaresssanasessiassassranssessssnsssssnrsssnrenssnnns 14
5.1.1 Depository ACCOUNE.........ccccoiiviuiiiiii et sttt raesse s eaes st s s nn st sa et e e 15
5.2 WHO MAY RECEIVE CONTRIBUTIONS OR EXPEND FUNDS ..coi ittt nsiresreseresessssnnesssnrereesrnssssens £
5.3 RESIGNATION OF A TREASURER OR DEPUTY TREASURER ..ccvutieiiiiciciniiiniescsssesnssssernsesserensrsssressssnassren 15
6.0 CAMPAIGN FINANCE REPORTS & SCHEDULES ..........ccimecrmmrisvevacccnne 16
6.1 PERSONS AUTHORIZED TO FILE .ottt iiies e ts s sssss s s ss s s b e s s bs s s s g5 s s bs s s sanarenssassrsessbnssssen 16
6.2 CAMPAIGN FINANCE FORMS ..ottt is it e e vtrsbaesais s esasbas st ats b a bbb ssses et s bsbarats s etetsrasarssssssssasas 16
6.3 ELECTRONIC FILING 1. vesvvtsruesrssrsssssssssemsteastessmsssesssesssernsassasssssssessaressessssasasass rrseransrnsssassonssasssnssrasssessas 17
0.4a Arnual Filing EXEMPHOR.....c.cccoiiriic ettt s s 21
6.4b Dissolving a Campaigin ACCOURE ........coovveveiiicieiviienis sttt eamars s st et 21
6.4 AMERAMERS TO REPOTIS .ttt e rs s st n s s e 22
6.5 FYLING IIEADEINES ..o ititeiimiririsiririsissesrrrirtsesssssinsmerssrssssssssssssssssssssressrereovesssesssssnsssnsssssnsssassansssnsnsreserenseree 22
6.5.1 In-Person” & By M@l FIIINGS ...ttt s e e 22
6.6 FILING EXTENSIONS ...oeieieiiitisietesiieesesiasesasstsesstesssnssnssssisessssstnesessaransesrsnessssrasssssassssssenaseransessasnssanees 23
6.6.1 Filing Extension SCREAUIE ..............cooiieeeiieeee ettt e ss e s senans 23
6.6.2 Required Information for Filing EXtERSION .........coovcoumrieerenieneesne e erenesese e st e sresnenerrensnnans 23
6.6.3 Response to Request For Filing EXTENSION.........ccoovivieviies it cece e et see s e reensnens 23
7.0 ELECTRONIC FILING .......ccocmimicvrniccrmranrnien nernrnenresneerarerransananeesnanansanrernen SO
T 1L CANDIDATES ot vcteeeeireeeimitee s sstssersateeseeee v vaaeessataessasasesoseassssastesesasatesssansasssstesrranaesrasesssarneeessstronsranes 24
71T General OQffICe... i 24

CAMPAIGN FINANCE MANUAL 3 APRIL 2026




7. 1.2 Non=General OffTCe ...ttt it e 24

7.1.3 Matching Public FURCS ......c.c..ooviviiriiaieestecentecnesie et nee e st ant e s s inane s 24
7.2 POLITICAL PARTY COMMITTEE ....ccccitiiinriieiririnnmnreesessssssssnsnressssesssmserasasansemsmsesassssssionnessssssasassessisrasnse 25
T3 POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE .oviivitiiinieiurieniersinsestsessssssersnssisesesssssassstassesssossmsssntassssssassserasssnsrssessssen 25

7.4 EXECTRONIC SIGNATURES...coveiirerarerrisrresssreesssssissessessessessmmnssssssaessesesaseresstsonsssssssssassieresnssrsessasnessiesnss 20

8.0 NON-COMPLIANCE & PENALTIES..........ccoevuavne ieanEamrma s Aenenransnranrnarmanann 26
8.1 DELINGQUENT REPORTS. .. ututtiiuiiiiiienttiniessiissistansiesssrsssessssassssrsssstsssassssraresssssssasarnrssasssrassssnrsssosaesessnsiansn 26
8.2 NOTICE OF NON-COMPLIANCE & PENALTIES 1iiiiiiitrrcurerersrersrrsrersesassrstasessisisssrasrsmntsasssararsnsssrseeessseseeeen 26
8.3 PAYMENT OF FINES, FEES AND PENALTIES ...veeevererstrtersesrnssrosanssssssssasessossussosasss s saseensssatsssisss sassssssssrens 27
8.4 APPEALS DF FINES ... vcveiiieniniisiiiisinissesssssstnsssssssessssensessnssnssssisaaaassmss e amsessanemmsasesasasesantesstassssssiatessnsane 27

9.0 CONTRIBUTIONS......coirvrremrrersnsrresscrmesscenensssncssssnssssensmsssmsssssnmssssanmssenns criennee 28

9.1 REPORTING CONTRIBUTIONS....civteinresrsnmssssesssnsssssasiesessessssansssstesassssssssstessnsssrssssransssressinsssssassessnresrsoss 20

0.2 LIMITATIONS ON CONTRIBUTIONS ..vviviesiissressssssssssereraseessassssssssassrssseissssssssssrssesssssssssassterssasarssssassesrs 28
9.2.1 Contributions from Dependent CRIAPEN. ..o e 29

9.3 CONTRIBUTIONS MADE & RECEIVED IN EXCESS OF THE ALLOWABLE ANNUAL

G4 TRANSACTION TYPES ..ottt it tse e eetasesssasssansssbssssssabsnssssssssssarssersansatssasnresssanesvernrersvararevassnsessas 3 1

L B 1 U O O OO P DT U U UOY UV PUTSPOPO 31
9.4.2 Check, Money Order, Credit/Debit Card and via Electronic Pay System........cvviccininsiinnnnn, 31
D3 TN oo e e SRt e et 31
DG A LOGI .ot e b AR A s seeebee 32
D45 OBREE ..oeverveveeieies s es et eia e scaseae e se s e se e s e st ae e s e e b b ae e s ar s s etk d et ettt 32
0.5 CONTRIBUTION TYPES ..ttt ittt b sn s sty e b s s s s s s s e b s s nadrnsa s 32
G5 T Individual ..o e e e s 33
9.5.2 Aggregate/Individial................cccoiiiiiie i 33
9.5.3 Political Action Commitiae (PAC) ..o sees et asssn e sbes e sres e seessenesiean 34
9.5.4 Political Party COMIMIIIEE...........ccoocoiiniii ettt st ea s s ra s 34
D.5,5 L0AH PPOCEBUS ...ttt bttt 35
9.5.6 In-Kind (Individual) ............ccccccoovimmmimi e e e 35
9.5.7 In-Kind (Political Party COMMIIEE) ......oucvcveireeririeoinisiessssese e ten st e bre s s nenes 35
9.5.8 In-Kind (Political Action COMIMIEE) ........coooveeeiirvieeriee et sare s 36
9.5.9 Inferest RECEIVEM .........ccoivcvveiiiiiii e e s 36
9.5, 10 RefURA/REBALE .........cooeoeeeteieeee et st s 36
G511 OREE RECEIPE ...ttt et b e s b s 36
9.5.12 Matching Public FURAS ..ot 36
9.6 LAWFUL METHODS OF CONTRIBUTING ..1.iitvviretrimrsssrersinrsssseesssessusmeeaseasas s soeessassssiieenassetsesinss absssssssses 36
9.6.1 Contributions Through Campaigh Treasurer.........ccccovivmimeiimeiieneie e 36
9.6.2 Only Individuals, PACs And Political Party Committees May Make Contributions................... 37
9.7 UNLAWEFUL CONTRIBUTIONS ..u1tietsemteeintninisnesssiinssimsnsssinnsessimssiesssssesnessssasiasssnsssasassassssistsssssssssssvanees 37
8.7.1 Anonymous Or THird-Party CORtPIBUIIONS.........ccovvevvaneeieiireerr s e eennnnes 37
$.7.2 Solicitation Of Contributions From Classified State EMplOYees........coveovvvecnivnecircnnncnnns 37
$.7.3 Corntributions By Corporations And Other Business Entities Prohibited ...........ccoovcovivencnnne 37

9.11 SUMMARY OF ALLOWABLE AND PROHIBITED CONTRIBUTIONS ....cvcvvreinierereenrersrerseessessvesssesnnessnsnnerens 39
10.0 EXPENDITURES........cooiiiiiiniisnninicsnannsnnansessnsensansansans s ranssasnmsnsanesnnes 40
10.1.2 Campaigh EXpendifire. ..........cccoccooiiiiiciiiiiininiesii it siissr s sesis s ansea s e 40
10.1.3 Aggregate EXpendifiire............occcuiinieriiiiiiii s s s e e 40
10.1.4 Repayment Of LOOMN........cccoocooiiiiiiiiiicitiinieit st st et e s 40

CAMPAIGN FINANCE MANUAL 4 APRIL 2026




10.1.5 Accounits Payable ...t s 41

10.1.6 Accounts Payable REDAVIMENE........cc..civvsreeeeceaeeesnsseissenssaetasaestesasscaaeaneeseataeseaseesasmeeseaeaseenrann 41
10.2 EXPENDITURE TYPES 1ovciiiiiniiiniiiiisiniiisisisssis i va s st v saesme sasmsa s see s s e snssnasasssssms 41
FO2.1 AQVEFEISIFZ oot ettt e et s s et b et s h s msams s sas e b e 42
J0.2.2 BARK FEES c...ovivvviviriiiesssisene s erssessieee s res sttt e s e e ee et e e st et sttt s s st ettt e s bt reaee 42
10.2.3 Consultant & Professional SeFVICES ... et eieeeeeeee et eetee e e ste e et eeeee e ameneeseesnens 42
10.2.4 Donations (POIHCAL) ..o e v st 42
10.2.5 DoRations (AU OBREES) ... eme st ass s bbb s 42
10.2.6 EMPIOYEE SEFVICES ..ooceici ettt ettt b s s e 42
JO.2.7 EREEPTAIFINENL ..ottt et b st b st st et e s s s b ea e se s st e e ens e 42
10.2.8 Food, Beverages and Meals .............couveviviiceemnieeeeieiaeiceeeaisi e sraese e sse s nssseecen 42
10.2.9 FundraisSing EXPENSES ......cocvvivieriiiiioriins e i sirie et caises st ses s sns s s an s ns s snssne s 43
JO.2. 70 G orireirerisisie e escreesere s st r et e et eses e amser et resae s aese e e re e se e e ne e s e s e e rrenaas 43
10.2.11 Office Equipment & SUPPHES .....coooiiii ettt s 43
JO2 T2 OMRIEE <ot sa s s s s e sae et aneemsm s e sassae e s eesas e ssesms e nsesas e nasmennes 43
JO.2.13 Rertt & UBHIIZS.....ooovoeviiiiiccececr e st s se ettt ea s se s e b e et e et sb e s e sse e s s e e eesmesresrenane 43
JO.2.14 TCIEPRORE ...ttt aen bbbt ettt 43
JT0.2.15 Travel & LOAGING ...ttt sttt 43
J0.2.16 LOAR PUYIREHL.....ccoveceii ittt s b aa s ma s bbb s bns s ban s 44
10.2.17 Refunds/ReimMBUPrSEIMERES .....covee ittt et s e e san s 44
10.3 PERMITTED/PROHIBITED USES OF CAMPAIGN FUNDS ... .o cotce et cn e ves creves son e see sos sne e sas e ene sen eae B4
104 PETTY CASH FUND ...ttt b bt et et b s b L L L e s s 44
APPENDIX A ......... eeh st eenAeteb S neaeAAEe R AR E e E R R RA SR b SRR R R AR F RS 45
CF ] et s st e s e e e snd s e R e e e E e s e s R e rasssn e e e SnpeSs et nann e eeRanEeseesanesadehaeshAeSedRe e e be e be e r R e b e ste b s
CF -1 INSTRUCTIONS 1titieieiirreriessinreeesesiasteisnsarssessaesassssessssesasssssssanssressstssssresasssssasesssnssiasesssnsssasesssnsssnsresnasins
0 O PO,
CF-2 INSTRUCTIONS L.utitiiiiiiiiissrssrriesisissssmmrreessisisosssessssminreesssessessrmrsessssssssssmsssesssasaassasssnesessassssessseeassarssannessn
L] OO VOO OOV
CF-3 INSTRUCTIONS .uutttiiiiiiiiisestnstissecissisierrenssisisssssscssararnnsssssessessrnrsessssssssssnrsses essasssmsnenessssasasmeesaesasmasnsssnanens

0 T U O PO TP PR
APPENDIX B eeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeessemseesesseeseeessesessaesssemsenenes Y. |-
SUMMARY CHART OF ALLOWABLE AND PROHIBITED CONTRIBUTIONS ......cocovrvniernieriarninns 47
APPENDIX Cooveveeececreeessssnesessnsnsscssessssssnns R |

RULES, REGULATIONS AND POLICIES
POLICY ON THE PERMITTED/PROHIBITED USES OF CAMPAIGN FUNDS - 410-RICR-10-00-7

FINES AND PENALTIES FOR CONTRIBUTIONS MADE/RECEIVED IN EXCESS OF ANNUAL
ALLOWABLE CONTRIBUTION LIMITS — 410-RICR-10-00-2

APPEALING OF LATE FINES — 410-RICR-10-00-1
CONTRIBUTIONS AND EXPENDITURES REPORTING — 410-RICR-10-00-3

CAMPAIGN FINANCE ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE REDUCTION OF PENALTIES AND SUSPENSION OF
CAMPAIGN ACCOUNT - 410-RICR-10-00-14

CAMPAIGN FINANCE MANUAL S APRIL 2026




INTRODUCTION

The Board of Elections (“Board”) revises the Campaign Finance Manual to
provide candidates, officeholders and committees with the most recent changes
in campaign finance law and guidance on how to comply with campaign finance
disclosure and filing requirements set forth in the Rhode Island Campaign
Contribution and Expenditures Reporting Act (“Act”). [See R.1.G.L. §17-25].

This manual is designed to serve as a resource for campaign finance
requirements. The Board makes every effort to ensure the accuracy of the
information in this publication, but it is not liable for errors or omissions of
content. Where your legal rights are involved, do not rely on this manual.
Instead, review the law yourself or consult your attorney.

If you have any problems or questions not resolved by this manual, please call a
member of the campaign finance staff at (401) 222-2345; meet with a member of
the campaign finance staff in person; or e-mail the Board at
campaign.finance@elections.ri.qov.

For the most up-to-date version of this manual and all forms, please visit the
Rhode Island Board of Elections website at www.elections.ri.gov.
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1.0 PERSONS AND ENTITIES SUBJECT TO THE CAMPAIGN
FINANCE LAWS

1.1 Candidates, Political Action Committees and Political Party
Committees

Rhode Island state law requires all candidates for public office, political action
committees and political party committees to file periodic reports of campaign
contributions and expenditures, even If for such a period, contributions and
expenditures shall equal zero. The method by which these contributions and
expenditures are reported is determined by the amount of funds raised or
expended.

1.1.1 Candidate

A Candidate is defined as any person who undertakes any action whether
preliminary or final, which is necessary under the law to qualify for nomination
for election or election to public office. This would include receiving any
contribution or making any expenditure or giving consent for any other person
to receive a contribution or make an expenditure to bring about a nomination
or election to any public office even if such office is unknown at that time. A
person may be considered a candidate for public office even though such
person has not declared himself or herself to be a candidate for public office.

[R.L.G.L. §17-25-3(a); §17-25-11]

For the purposes of the Act, this shall not include candidates for political party
offices, which shall mean a state, city, town, ward, representative or
senatorial district committee office of a political party, or a delegate to a
political party convention or any similar office, but shali include a candidate
who has been elected to public office. [R.1.G.L. §17-25-3(h)], but shall include

a candidate who has been elected to public office.

Withdrawal or termination of candidacy does not relieve the candidate from
keeping accurate records and making necessary reports through the time of
termination of candidacy or dissolution of the fund, whichever is the later.

[R.I.G.L. §17-25-3(a): §17-25-7; §17-25-11]

1.1.2 Political Action Committee

A Political Action Committee (PAC) is any group of fwo (2) or more persons
who accepts any contributions to be used for advocating the election or
defeat of any candidate or candidates. Only PACs that have accepted
contributions from fifteen (15) or more persons in amounts of ten dollars
($10.00) or more within an “election cycle” shall be permitted fo make
contributions, and said PACs must make contributions to at least five (5) or
more non-Federal Rl candidates within the same “election cycle”. [See

R.I.G.L. §17-25-3(10)]
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e The term “election cycle” means the twenty-four (24) month period
commencing on January 1 of odd number years and ending December
31 of even number years; provided, however, with respect to the
public financing of election campaigns of General Officers, under

RIG.L. §17-25-19; §17-25-20 and §17-25-25, “election cycle” shall

mean the forty-eight (48) month period commencing on January 1 of
odd number years and ending December 31 of even number years.
[R.I.G.L. §17-25-3(5)]

1.1.3 Political Party Committee

The term Political Party Committee shall mean each state and municipal
committee of a political party. A state committee of a political party includes
the state committee of each political party and each senatorial and
representative district committee. A municipal committee of a political party
includes the city and town committees of each political party and each ward

committee. [See R.L.G.L. §17-12; §17-1-2(6)]

1.2 Lawful Methods of Contributing to Support of Candidates

it shall be lawful for any person, not otherwise prohibited by law and not
acting in concert with any other person or group, to expend personaily from
that person’s own funds a sum which is not to be repaid to him or her for any
purpose not prohibited by law to support or defeat a candidate; provided, that
any person making the expenditure shall be required to report all of his or her
expenditures and expenses, if the total of the money so expended exceeds
one hundred dollars ($100) within a calendar year, to the board of elections
within seven (7) days of making the expenditure and to the campaign
treasurer of the candidate or political party committee on whose behalf the
expenditure or contribution was made, or {0 his or her deputy, within seven
(7) days of making the expenditure, who shall cause the expenditures and
expenses to be included in his or her reports to the board of elections [See
R.1.G.L. §17-25-10(b)]. Whether a person is "acting in concert with any other
person or group” for the purposes of this subsection shall be determined by
application of the standards set forth in R.1.G.L. §17-25-23.

e “Person” means an individual, partnership, committee, association,
corporation, union, charity and/or any other organization. The term
"person” shall not include any exempt nonprofit as defined herein
or any organization described in §501(c}3) of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986, or any subsequent corresponding internal
revenue code of the United States, as amended from time to time,
for the purposes of R.1.G.L. §17-25.3 of the general laws only.
[See §17-25-3(9)]
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Note: Please refer to “Ballot Question Advocacy and Reporting” [See
R.IL.G.L. §17-25.2] for guidance on disclosure and filing requirements for
local ballot question advocacy.

Note: Please refer fo ‘“Independent Expenditures and Electioneering
Communications” [See R...G.L. §17-25.3] for guidance on disclosure and
filing requirements for independent expenditures, electioneering
communications, covered transfers and statewide referenda.

2.0 DUTIES OF A CANDIDATE

2.1 Notice of Organization
Each candidate shall file a “Notice Of Organization” (Form CF-1) with the
Board of Elections upon filing his or her declaration of candidacy or before
receiving a contribution or making an expenditure in furtherance or aid of his
or her candidacy, whichever occurs first. [See R.|.G.L. §17-25-8]

The Notice of Organization shall contain:

The name of the candidate

Key # (if already assigned by the Board of Elections)

Street and mailing addresses

Contact information

Office sought

Party affiliation, if any

The name, address, contact information and signature of the

appointed or designated campaign treasurer or deputy treasurer,

signed in the presence of a notary public

+« An affidavit, signed by the candidate in the presence of a notary
public, in which said candidate agrees to abide by the campaign
finance laws of the State of Rhode lIsland and the Rules and
Regulations established by the Board of Elections.

2.2 Appointment or Removal of Treasurers

A candidate may appoint or remove a campaign treasurer or deputy treasurer
at any time. Each time a candidate appoints or removes a campaign
treasurer or deputy treasurer, he or she shall file a new “Notice of
Organization” (Form CF-1) with the Board of Elections indicating the
amendment. [See R.1.G.L. §17-25-8]

A candidate may appoint multiple deputy treasurers. The names and
addresses of these campaign treasurers shall also be filed on the “Notice of
Organization” (Form CF-1). A person may also serve as the campaign

treasurer or deputy treasurer for one or more candidates. [See RI1.G.L. §17-
25-8]
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In the event of the death, resignation or removal of a campaign treasurer, the
candidate must appoint a successor as soon as practicable and shall file a
new “Notice of Organization” (Form CF-1) with the Board of Elections within
ten (10) days. |If a candidate fails to file the appropriate “Notice of
Organization” (Form CF-1) within the time frame prescribed by law, the board
shall immediately deem the candidate to be the campaign treasurer until said
“Notice of Organization” (Form CF-1) is received by the Board. [See R.1.G.L.

§17-25-8(c)]

A candidate may be his or her own treasurer or deputy treasurer. Further, a
candidate who fails to designate a campaign treasurer on the “Notice of
Organization” (Form CF-1) shall be deemed to be the treasurer by the Board
of Elections.

Whenever a campaign account containing campaign funds received and
expended by a candidate, office holder, or treasurer, receives or expends at
least ten thousand dollars ($10,000) in any year, the account shall require the
appointment of a treasurer or deputy treasurer, who shall be a person other
than the candidate. For such accounts, a candidate may remain as either a
treasurer or deputy treasurer on his or her campaign account; provided, the
treasurer or deputy treasurer who is not the candidate shall examine all
campaign account records and shall certify to the substantial accuracy of the
campaign finance report at the time of filing with the Board of Elections, by

filing an “Account Certification” (Form CF-9). [See R.L.G.L. §17-25-11.2(a)]

2.3 Responsibilities of a Candidate

Notwithstanding the appointment of a campaign treasurer, a candidate shall
be responsible for any contributions accepted or expenditures made on behalf
of his or her organization, as well as for any reports required to be filed or the
contents and supporting documentation of the reports filed with the Board of
Elections. Further, the candidate shall bear full responsibility for the activities
of his or her campaign and the campaign’s treasurer and deputy treasurer(s),
including the payment of fines, fees or penalties. [See R.1.G.L. §17-25-13(c)]

The candidate shall bear full responsibility for notifying the Board of Elections
of any changes of address by amending its “Notice of Organization” (Form
CF-1), and that the failure to inform the Board of said change(s) shall not
absolve the candidate of his or her responsibilities under the law or rules of
the Board.
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2.4 Candidates and the Rhode Island Ethics Commission

The general assembly established an independent non-partisan Ethics
Commission that adopted a code of ethics including, but not limited to,
provisions on conflict of interest, confidential information, use of position,
contracts with government agencies and financial disclosure. All elected and
appointed officials and employees of the state and local government, of
boards, commissions and agencies are subject to the code of ethics. The
Ethics Commission has the authority to investigate violations of the code of
ethics and to impose penalties, as provided by law; and the Commission has
the power to remove from office officials who are not subject to impeachment.

2.4.1 Candidate Financial Disclosure-Rhode Island Ethics
Commission

In addition to the filing requirements for candidates pursuant to the Rhode
Island Campaign Contributions and Expenditures Reporting Act, within 30
days of filing either a declaration of candidacy or a Notice of Organization
(Form CF-1), whichever occurs first, candidates for elective public office
must file a “Financial Disclosure Statement” covering the prior calendar
year with the Rhode Island Ethics Commission. The Commission shall
grant an extension for good cause shown of not more than fifteen (15)
days, provided a request for an extension is received prior to the filing
deadline for the Financial Disclosure Statement. [See R.1.G.L. §36-14-16

(c)].

The Ethics Commission will forward Financial Disclosure filing instructions
to each new candidate shortly after the filing of either a declaration of
candidacy or a Notice of Organization. The Financial Disclosure
Statement can be filed online through the Ethics Commission’s website at
https:/fethics.ri.gov/.

The filing of the Financial Disclosure statement with the Ethics
Commission is independent of any other requirements imposed upon
candidates by other governmental agencies, including the Board of
Elections, and the failure of a candidate to file a Financial Disclosure
Statement is a violation of the law which can result in civil prosecution
before the Ethics Commission and the imposition of penalties, including
fines.

Additional information regarding Financial Disclosure is available on the
Ethics Commission website, https://www.ethics.ri.gov, or by contacting the
Commission at (401) 222-3790.
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3.0 DUTIES OF A POLITICAL PARTY COMMITTEE

3.1 Notice of Organization

Each state and municipal committee of a political party shall, on or before
January 31 in each calendar year, designate or reaffirm a Chairperson and
Treasurer and shall file a “Notice of Organization” (Form CF-1) with the Board
of Elections documenting their names and addresses. [See R.1.G.L. §17-25-

9(a)]

The Notice of Organization shall contain:
¢ The name of the Political Party Committee

Key #

Street and mailing addresses

Contact information

The name, address, contact information and notarized signature of the

appointed, designated or reaffirmed Treasurer or Deputy Treasurer

» An affidavit signed by the Chairperson in the presence of a notary
public, in which said Chairperson agrees to abide by the campaign
finance laws of the State of Rhode Island and the Rules and
Regulations established by the Board of Elections.

3.2 Appointment or Removal of Treasurers

The campaign treasurer of a political party committee may appoint deputy
campaign treasurers as may be required. The political party committee shall
file a “Notice of Organization” (Form CF-1) with the Board of Elections
documenting the names and addresses of all appointed deputy treasurers.
[See R.I.G.L. §17-25-9(b)]

A political party committee may remove at any time its campaign treasurer.

In the case of death, resignation or removal of its campaign treasurer, any
committee shall appoint a successor as soon as practicable and file a “Notice
of Organization” (Form CF-1) with the Board of Elections documenting his or
her name and address within ten (10) days of said appointment. [See R.1.G.L.
§17-25-9(c)]

3.3 Annual Report

Each state and municipal committee of a political party shall file with the
Board of Elections, not later than March 1 of each year, an annual report
“Summary of Campaign Activity” (Form CF-2) setting forth in the aggregate
all contributions received and all expenditures made during the previous
calendar year, whether or not these expenditures were made, incurred, or
authorized in furtherance of the election or defeat of any candidate. The
treasurer of the committee or organization reporting shall certify to the
correctness of each report. [See R.1L.G.L. §17-25-7(b)]
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In addition to the annual report “Summary of Campaign Activity” (Form CF-2),
each state and municipal committee of a political party shall aiso file with the
Board of Elections a paper copy of the committee’s account statement from
its financial institution, which account statement shall correspond with the
filing of the annual report “Summary of Campaign Activity” (Form CF-2). [See
R.I1.G.L. §17-25-11(c)}2)]

4.0 DUTIES OF A POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE (PAC)

4.1 Notice of Organization
No Political Action Committee shall accept any contributions nor make any
expenditure prior to filing its “Notice of Organization” (Form CF-1) with the
Board of Elections. [See R.I.G.L. §17-25-15(a)]
The “Notice of Organization” shall contain:

1.
2.
3.

4.

Qo ~

The proposed name of the committee

The mailing address or addresses of the commitiee

The name, address, contact information and notarized signature of
the appointed or designated treasurer or deputy treasurer

An affidavit subscribed and sworn to by the Chairperson in the
presence of a notary public, in which he or she agrees to abide by
the campaign finance laws of the State of Rhode Isiand and the
Rules and Regulations established by the Board of Elections, and
acknowledges that he or she is solely and fully responsible for the
activities of the committee including all reporting requirements and
any and all fines assessed

The names and addresses of ali officers of the committee

The identity of any candidates or offices whose election or defeat
the committee intends to advocate

The goals and purposes of the committee, and

A statement indicating whether the membership and/or contributor
base of the committee is derived primarily from the employees of
one corporation or business entity or from one business or
professional group or association or labor union, and, if so, the
identity of that employer or group or association or union.

If a political action committee derives more than fifty percent (50%) of its
funds from the employees, officers, directors, investors, and/or stockholders
of a corporation or other business entity, the name of the political action
committee must incorporate the name of that corporation or entity.

[See R.I.G.L. §17-25-15(e)}

Likewise, if a political action committee derives more than fifty percent (50%)
of its funds from persons affiliated with one industry, profession, trade
organization or association, or labor union, the name of the political action
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committee must identify that industry, profession, trade organization or
association, or labor union. [See R.I.G.L. §17-25-15(e)]

No political action committee shall advocate the election or defeat of any
candidate other than that set forth in its “Notice of Organization” (Form CF-1),
or amendment to the notice. A political action committee may amend its
“Notice of Organization® (Form CF-1) at any time. [See R.I.G.L. §17-25-
13(b)]

The Board of Elections may reject the use by a political action committee of a
name that is misleading and/or does not accurately identify the membership
or contributor base of the committee. [See R.1.G.L. §17-25-15(d)]

4.2 Appointment or Removal of Treasurers

Each political action committee shall appoint one treasurer before receiving
any contribution or expending any money for the purpose of advocating the
election or defeat of any candidate. [See R.I.G.L. §17-25-8.1(a)]

A committee may appoint or remove a Treasurer or Deputy Treasurer at any
time. Each time a committee appoints or removes a Treasurer or Deputy
Treasurer, a Notice of Organization (Form CF-1) shall be filed with the Board
of Elections indicating the amendment. [See R1.G.L. §17-25-8.1(b); §17-25-
8.1(c)]

in the event of death, resignation or removal of a Treasurer or Deputy
Treasurer, a successor must be appointed as soon as practicable and the
committee shall file a new Notice of Organization (Form CF-1) within ten (10)
days of the change. [See R..G.L. §17-25-8.1(c)]

5.0 DUTIES OF CAMPAIGN TREASURERS

5.1 Record Keeping

The treasurer or deputy treasurer, as indicated on the “Notice of
Organization” (Form CF-1), must file with the Board of Elections reports of
contributions received and expenditures incurred in furtherance of the
nomination or election of a candidate, and must continue to file reports of
contributions received and expenditures incurred following the election, so
long as campaign funds remain and the campaign has not filed an “Affidavit
Dissolving Campaign Account” (Form CF-7) with the Board of Elections.

The campaign treasurer of each candidate seeking nomination for election or
election to public office, and the treasurer of each political action committee
and political party committee, shall maintain and preserve all records and
supporting documentation for a period of four (4) years, commencing with the
date the affidavit, notice, or report was filed. [See R.1.G.L. §17-25-11.1(a);
§17-25-11.1(b)}
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5.1.1 Depository Account

For all candidates, officeholders, political party committees and political action
committees, the name of the financial institution (Bank or Credit Union) used
to deposit campaign receipts and pay campaign expenses must be identified
on the organization’s “Notice of Organization” (Form CF-1). In the event the
depository changes, the Board of Elections must be notified via a new “Notice
of Organization” (form CF-1) within ten (10) business days of the change.

All campaign funds received and expended by a candidate, office holder,
treasurer or deputy treasurer shall be segregated from all other accounts. The
candidate or office holder must maintain a separate campaign account, which
shall not contain any non-campaign funds, at a financial institution which has
a physical branch within the State of Rl. The comingling of a candidate’s
personal or business funds with campaign funds is expressly prohibited. [See
R.I.G.L. §17-25-5.2(a)]

The provisions of this section shall apply to political action committees, as
well as to individual candidates and office holders. [See R.I.G.L. §17-25-
2.2(b)]

5.2 Who May Receive Contributions or Expend Funds

No contribution shall be made or received, and no expenditures shall be
directly made or incurred, to support or defeat a candidate except through:

(1) The candidate or duly appointed campaign treasurer or deputy campaign
treasurer(s) of the candidate; (2) The duly appointed campaign treasurer or
deputy campaign treasurer of a political party committee; or (3) The duly
appointed campaign treasurer or deputy campaign treasurer of a political
action committee. [See R.L.G.L. §17-25-10(a)]

5.3 Resignation of a Treasurer or Deputy Treasurer

A treasurer or deputy treasurer of any campaign or committee may resign his
or her position by filing a letter of resignation directly with the Board of
Elections. In this case, the Board shall, within two (2) business days of the
receipt of said letter, notify the candidate, or in the case of a political action
committee or political party committee, the chairperson, of the freasurer’s
resignation. The candidate, political action committee or political party
committee shall appoint a successor as soon as practicable and file a “Notice
of Organization” (Form CF-1) with the Board of Elections documenting the
new freasurer's name and address within ten (10) days of said appointment.
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6.0 CAMPAIGN FINANCE REPORTS & SCHEDULES

The Rhode island Campaign Contributions & Expenditures Reporting Act (“Act”)
requires that treasurers of candidates, political action committees and political
party committees file reports of campaign activities with the Board of Elections
(“Board”) in accordance with a reporting schedule prescribed herein.

[See R.LG.L. §17-25-11]

6.1 Persons Authorized To File

Regardiess of whether a report is submitted and received at the Board, any
report using paper forms that is signed by someone other than the person(s)
designated on the “Notice of Organization” (Form CF-1) on file at the Board
shall be returned to the candidate and deemed not filed.

6.2 Campaign Finance Forms

The following is an explanation of various paper forms to be submitted to the
Board of Elections.

Refer to Appendix A for a copy of each campaign finance form and
related instructions.

Form

Form Name Number

Manner of Fiting

This form is used to register a candidate, officeholder,
CF-1 political party commitiee or PAC with the Board; and/or to
appoint/designate or change a campaign freasurer and
deputy treasurer(s).

Notice of Organization

This form documents a campaign account's Beginning
Cash Balance as of the beginning of a specific reporting
period, total contributions and receipis received minus

; total expenditures and disbursements made during the
ig{;&?&aw of Campaign CF-2 same reporting period, yielding an Ending Cash Balance
as of the period ending date.
{(Note: The Ending Cash Balance for any report ending period
becomes the Beginning Cash Balance for the next following
reporting periocd.)

This form is used lo list individual and aggregate
Schedule of Contributions CE-3 contributions and receipts received during a specific
Received reporting period, as reported on a Summary Campaign
Activity (Form CF-2).

This form is used to list individual and aggregate
expenditures and disbursements made during a specific
reporting period, as reported on a Summary of Campaign
Activity (Form CF-2).

Schedule of Expenditures CF-4
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Affidavit for Annual Filing

This affidavit, when filed, exempts a campaign finance
treasurer from filing the scheduled periodic reports of
contributions received and expenditures made for a
specific report year. Thereafter, a Summary of
Campaign Activity (CF-2); a Schedule of Contributions

Exemption CF-5 Received (CF-3); and a Schedule of Expenditures {CF-4)
must be filed no later than the last day of the month next
following the end of the reporting year to report any
campaign finance activity occurring within said reporting
year.

This affidavit, when filed by a campaign treasurer,

Affidavit Dissolving CF-7 certifies that there are no remaining campaign funds, the

Campaign Account campaign has completed its business and is thereby
dissolved.

Schedule of Independent This form is used by any person or entity that has

Expenditures, expended funds, not in coordination with a candidate or

Electicneering CF-8 his or her committee, to support or defeat said candidate,

Communicaticns or or to support the passage or defeat of a Statewide

Covered Transfers referendum.

This form is used by the treasurer or deputy treasurer
who is not the candidate to certify that he/she has

Account Certification CF-9 examined all campaign account records and that the

campaign finance report at the time of filing is
substantially accurate,

Candidates shall be required to submit reports in the manner prescribed by

the Board.

Incomplete reports or reports submitted in a manner which is not in
conformance with the requirements set forth herein shall be deemed not

filed.

6.3 Elecfronic Filing

See the ERTS User Manual for more information on electronic filing of
campaign finance reports.
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6.4 Reporting Schedules

The 2026 Reporting Schedule for political action committees, political party
committees, . and candidates/officeholders with on-going campaigns NOT
participating in a primary or election, follows:

Candidates, Officeholders, PACs and Parties NOT Participating in a
Primary or Election in 2026

Report Name Reporting Period Report Due By
On-Going Quarterly (1Y) January 1 — March 31 April 30
On-Going Quarterly (2"9) April 1 — June 30 July 31
On-Going Quarterly (3') July 1 — September 30 November 2
On-Going Quarterly (4t) October 1 — December 31 | February 1, 2027

The 2026 Reporting Schedule for political action committees, political party
committees, candidates and office holders with on-going campaigns who are
not participating in the September 9 Primary (has no primary opponent), but
who are nominated to appear on the ballot for the November 3 Election,
follows:

Candidates, PACs and Parties with On-Going Campaigns Participating
in the November 3, 2026 Election Only (No Primary Opponent)

Report Name Reporting Period Report Due By
On-Going Quarterly (1) January 1 — March 31 April 30
On-Going Quarterly (2™) April 1 — June 30 July 31
28 Days Before Election* July 1 — October 5 October 6
7 Days Before Election October 6 — October 26 October 27
28 Days After Election October 27 — November 30 December 1
On-Going Quarterly (4" | December 1-December 31 | February 1, 2027

* Persons filing “Declarations of Candidacy” during the June 22-24
declaration period, and who have NO on-going campaign, the Reporting
Period begins with the Date of Declaration and ends October 5, if
participating in an Election only (no primary opponent), with the Report Due
By October 6.
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The 2026 Reporting Schedule for political action committees, political party
committees, candidates and officeholders with on-going campaigns who are
participating in the September 9 Primary (has primary opponent), follows:

Candidates, PACs and Parties with On-Going Campaigns Participating
in the September 9, 2026 Primary, but NOT Nominated for the
November 3, 2026 Election

Report Name Reporting Period Report Due By
On-Going Quarterly (1) January 1 — March 31 April 30
On-Going Quarterly (2M) April 1 = June 30 July 31
28 Days Before Primary* July 1 — August 11 August 12
7 Days Before Primary August 12 — September 1 September 2
28 Days After Primary September 2 — October 6 October 7

On-Going Quarterly (41"

October 7 — December 31

February 1, 2027

Candidates, PACs and Parties with On-Going Campaigns Participating
in the September 9, 2026 Primary, who are Nominated for the
November 3, 2026 Election

On-Going Quarterly (1% January 1 — March 31 April 30
On-Going Quarterly (2™) April 1~ June 30 July 31
28 Days Before Primary* July 1 - August 11 August 12
7 Days Before Primary August 12 — September 1 September 2
28 Days Before Election September 2—- October 5 October 6
7 Days Before Election October 6 — October 26 October 27
28 Days After Election October 27 — November 30 December 1

On-Going Quarterly (4'")

December 1—-December 31

February 1, 2027

* Persons filing "Declarations of Candidacy” during the June 22-24 declaration
period, and who have NO on-going campaign, the Reporting Period begins
with the Date of Declaration and ends August 11, if participating in a Primary
(has a primary opponent), with the Report Due By August 12.
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Note:

A Campaign Finance Report generally consists of a “Summary of Campaign
Activity” (Form CF-2); a “Schedule of Contributions Received” (Form CF-3)
and a “Schedule of Expenditures” (Form CF-4).

Unless specified otherwise by a Filing Schedule put forth by the Board of
Elections, the On-Going Quarteriy reports are due no later than the last day of
the month next following the end of the reporting period. Provided, however, if
the last day of the month falls on a weekend or a haliday, the report shall be
due the following business day. In a contested election, reports required to be
filed before and after the primary and election are due by the date next
following the end of the reporting period. [See R.I.G.L. §17-25-11(c)]

Political action committees and political party committees are required to file
On-Going reports at ninety (90) day intervals [See R..G.L. §17-25-11(a)(1)],
provided however that a political action committee or political party committee
contributing to a candidate or candidates in a contested election are deemed
to be participating in said election and are thereby required to file reports in
accordance with the filing schedule for candidates in an election, commencing
with the first reporting period in which the coniribution to the candidate or
candidates in a contested election was made. [See R.I.G.L. §17-25-11(a)(2)]

In addition to the reports required pursuant to this section, a candidate or
office holder shall also file with the Board of Elections a paper copy of the
account statement for the candidate’s or office holder's campaign account,
which account statement shall be the next account statement issued by their
financial institution after the filing of the fourth quarterly campaign finance
report. The account statement shall be submitted to the Board within thirty (30)
days of its receipt by the candidate, office holder, treasurer or deputy
treasurer. The account statement is not a public record. [See R.1.G.L. §17-25-

11(c)(2)]

For campaigns involved in a special or off-year election in 2026, please
contact the Board of Elections or visit our web site at
http://www.elections.ri.gov for the appropriate Reporting Schedule.
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6.4a Annual Filing Exemption (New Limits Effective January 1, 2024)

Notwithstanding the reports detailed above, the treasurer for a candidate or
officeholder, political action committee or political party committee may elect to
file an “Affidavit For Annual Filing Exemption” (Form CF-5), whereby the
treasurer certifies that he or she will accept no confributions in excess of two
hundred dollars ($200.00) in the aggregate from a single source within the
calendar year, including contributions or loans that a candidate may
make to his or her own campaign, nor make aggregate expenditures in
excess of two thousand dollars ($2,000.00) within the calendar year. When
this affidavit is filed, the treasurer is exempt from filing the scheduled periodic
or quarterly reports of campaign contributions and expenditures. [See R.1.G.L.
§17-25-11(e)]

The “Affidavit For Annual Filing Exemption® (Form CF-5) must be filed by the
due date of the first report scheduled for a campaign.

The campaign treasurer shall file a summary Campaign Finance Report for
2026, due by February 1, 2027, consisting of a “Summary of Campaign Activity”
(Form CF-2), a “Schedule of Contributions Received” (Form CF-3) and a
“Schedule of Expenditures” (Form CF-4) to report all campaign contributions
and expenditures for the entire calendar year.

After executing the "Affidavit For Annual Filing Exemption” (Form CF-5), a
candidate, officeholder, political action committee or political party committee
who in the calendar year receives contributions in excess of two hundred
dollars ($200.00) in the aggregate from a single source, including from self, or
incurs aggregate expenditures in excess of two thousand dollars ($2,000.00),
shall immediately commence filing the required periodic reports, with the first
such periodic report due by the due date of the scheduled reporting period in
which the contribution and expenditure thresholds were exceeded.

6.4b Dissolving a Campaign Account

Any campaign having completed its business and having no remaining
campaign funds may elect to dissolve by having its treasurer file an “Affidavit
Dissolving Campaign Account” (Form CF-7). [See R1.G.L. §17-25-11(b}}]

However, any campaign, having been dissolved, but whose officeholder
subsequently raises or expends funds to hold or maintain his or her elected
office, must be reactivated by filing a new “Notice of Organization” (Form CF-
1), and must file campaign finance reports, commencing with the period in
which campaign funds were raised or expended.

Moreover, any campaign having completed its business and having no
remaining campaign funds will, nonetheless be considered “Active’, and
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required to file campaign finance reports according to a Reporting Schedule
prescribed by the Board of Elections, until such time as an “Affidavit
Dissolving Campaign Account” (Form CF-7) is filed by its treasurer.

[See RI.G.L. §17-25-11(c)]

Any campaign filing an “Affidavit Dissolving Campaign Account” (Form CF-7),
shall, as a result, forgive as uncollectible any Loans Payable balance
remaining at the time of dissolution, regardiess of whether said campaign
account is subsequently re-activated. (Note: A campaign account may not be
dissolved if there is an unpaid Accounts Payable balance due a vendor or
vendors.)

6.4c Amendments To Reports

When a campaign finance report submitted to the Board of Elections is
incomplete or inaccurate, the board shall notify the filer, who, in turn shall
amend said report within the time period specified.

Unless otherwise directed by the Board of Elections, a filer may amend a
campaign finance report at any time information is incomplete or inaccurate.

In the event an amended report is filed for a period, it may be necessary to
amend subsequent reports if there was any change to the beginning or
ending cash balances.

Please refer to: Rules and Regulations For Contributions and Expenditures
Reporting (Appendix C).

6.5 Filing Deadlines

The deadline for the receipt of a campaign finance report shall be 11:59 p.m.
on the date the report is due.

6.5.1 “In-Person” & By Mail Filings

A campaign finance report sent through the United States Postal Service, or
any alternate mail delivery service, shall be timely filed if it bears a postmark
date no later than the date upon which the report was due. A campaign
finance report submitted “in-person” shall be considered filed when the
original documents bearing original sighatures is received at the Board of
Elections.
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6.6 Filing Extensions

A candidate or treasurer may, for good cause shown and upon the submission of
a written or electronic communicaticn to the Board, request an extension for filing
a report. A request for a filing extension must be executed in conformance with
the requirements stated herein and be received no later than 11:58 p.m. on the
date upon which the report is due to be filed. [See R.1.G.L. §17-25-11(g)(1)]

Requests for filing extensions will be accepted if transmitted via e-mail or
facsimile to the Board.

6.6.1 Filing Extension Schedule
The following table illustrates the maximum filing extension allowed:

FILING EXTENSION SCHEDULE
Report Type Maximum Extension

Allowed

On-Going Quarterly Reports 7 Days
28 Days Before Primary 3 Days

7 Days Before Primary None
28 Days After Primary 7 Days
28 Days Before Election 3 Days

7 Days Before Election None
28 Days After Election 7 Days

6.6.2 Required Information for Filing Extension

In requesting a filing extension, the filer's name, address and telephone number;
the name of the committee; the report for which an extension is being sought; the
reason for requesting the extension; and the mailing address, e-mail address or
facsimile number to which the Board may forthwith communicate its response to
the filer's extension request. Extension requests that are not submitted as
indicated, will be deemed not received.

6.6.3 Response to Request For Filing Extension

Upon the receipt of an extension request executed in conformance with the
requirements stated herein, the Board will, forthwith, approve or reject said
extension request and notify the filer of its decision.

a) Approval of Extension Request.
In the event an extension is approved, the report due date will be
extended for the amount of days requested or as illustrated in the “Filing
Extension Schedule” shown above, whichever is lesser. If said report is
not filed within the extension period, the report will be deemed
delinquent. (See “Delinquent Reports”)
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b) Rejection of Extension Request.
If a filer's request for an extension has been submitted and shall have
been rejected, the report for which the extension was requested shall be
required to be filed by the report’s initial due date. A report for which an
extension request was rejected shall be deemed to be delinquent upon
the passing of the deadline for which the report is due. (See “Delinquent
Reports”)

7.0 ELECTRONIC FILING

All candidates and committees who are either required or elect to file reports
electronically with the Board of Elections must do so via the Electronic
Reporting & Tracking System (ERTS) according to the instructions and
procedures adopted by the Board. [See R..G.L. §17-27-7.6(c)]

Any candidate or committee not required or electing to file campaign reports
electronically via ERTS, must nonetheless, continue to file campaign reports
using paper forms prescribed by the Board.

7.1 Candidates

Candidates are defined into two groups: Those who are running for
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, Secretary of State or
General Treasurer (General Office Candidates) and all others (Non-General
Office Candidates). The electronic reporting requirements are defined below.

7.1.1 General Office

Any candidate for general office is required to file his or her campaign reports
electronically via ERTS. [See R.I.G.L. §17-25-7.6 (a)(1)]

7.1.2 Non-General Office

All candidates for public office who raise or expend more than ten thousand
dollars ($10,000.00) annually, or whose report shows a balance of twenty-five
thousand dollars ($25,000.00) or more in their campaign fund, shall be
required to file their campaign finance reports electronically. [See R.I.G.L.
§17-25-7.6 (a)(2)}

Any candidate not required to file his or her campaign finance report
electronically, may elect to file it electronically. [See RI.G.L. §17-25-7.6

(a)(2)]

7.1.3 Matching Public Funds

All general office candidates who participate in the matching public funds
program will submit their requests electronically using the Board’s Electronic
Reporting & Tracking System (ERTS).

NOTE: See the Matching Public Funds Manual for further details.
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7.2 Political Party Committee

All political party committees, including state political party committees, who
raise or expend more than ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00) annually, or
whose report shows a balance of twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000.00)
or more in their campaign fund, are required fo file their campaign finance
reports electronically via ERTS. [See R.I.G.L. §17-25-7.6 (a)(2)]

7.3 Political Action Committee

Political action committees that raise or expend more than ten thousand
dollars ($10,000.00) annually, or whose report shows a balance of twenty-five
thousand dollars ($25,000.00) or more in their campaign fund are required to
file their campaign reports electronically via ERTS. [See R.I.G.L. §17-25-7.6

@)

7.4 Electronic Signatures

The execution of any document filed using ERTS that would otherwise be
required to be signed and/or notarized will be accepted electronically by the
Board (A “Notice of Organization” may be submitted through ERTS but a
completed paper Form CF-1 with original notarized signatures, must be
delivered to the Board), and the execution of said document(s) will represent
the signatures of said parties indicated on the “Notice of Organization” (Form
CF-1) on file with the Board.
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8.0 NON-COMPLIANCE & PENALTIES

8.1 Delinquent Reports

Any report required to be filed with the Board of Elections on behalf of a
candidate, office holder, political action committee, or political party committee
pursuant to §17-25 and which was not filed by the date and time required shall
be deemed delinquent resulting in a fine of twenty-five dollars ($25.00).

[See R.1.G.L. §17-25-11(g)(2)]

A candidate or officeholder, political action committee or political party committee
who shall have been granted a filing extension by the Board of Elections and who
shall not have filed the report by the end of the extension period shall be deemed
delinquent, resulting in a fine of twenty-five dollars ($25.00).

8.2 Notice Of Non-Compliance & Penalties

The Board of Elections shall send a “Notice of Non-Compliance” via certified mail
to the candidate or office holder and his or her treasurer, or in the case of a PAC
or political party committee, the treasurer and chairperson, when a report has
been deemed delinquent, resulting in a fine of twenty-five dollars ($25.00). Upon
receipt of the “Notice of Non-Compliance”, the candidate or office holder, or in
the case of a political action committee or political party commitiee, the
chairperson, shall be directed to pay the fine and file the required report within
seven (7) days, provided the report is still outstanding. [See R.I.G.L. §17-25-

(@)

A candidate or office holder, or in the case of a political action committee or
political party committee, the chairperson, who fails to file the required report
within seven (7) days of the receipt of the “Notice”, shall be fined an additional
two dollars ($2.00) per day from the date of receipt of the “Notice” until the day
the report has been received by the Board.

Any person or entity who has been sent a Notice of Non-Compliance via certified
mail and who does not claim or sign the return receipt of said Notice, will
nonetheless be fined an additional two doliars ($2.00) per day, with the additional
fine commencing fourteen (14) days after the date upon which the Notice of Non-
Compliance was sent.

For the purpose of assessing fines which are calculated daily, pursuant to
R.I.G.L. §17-25-11(g)(3), and which are paid by mail, the postmark date shall be
used to determine the date of receipt and the amount of the fine assessed and
owed.
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8.3 Payment Of Fines, Fees and Penalties

The payment of fines, fees and penalties imposed by the state board for
violations of §17-25 shall be paid by the candidate, office holder or entity against
whose campaign the fines, fees and penaities have been levied. Fines, fees and
penalties levied by the state board pursuant to §17-25 shall not be paid for from
contributions or funds available in a campaign account. [See R.1.G.L. §17-25-
13(c)]

Fines may be paid either in-person or by mail and the method of payment
accepted shall be cash, check or money order only. Money orders or checks
shall be made payable to: “Stale of Rhode Island — Internal Service Fund’.

8.4 Appeals Of Fines

The Board of Elections shall have the authority fo waive late filing fines for good
cause shown. [See R1.G.L. §17-25-11(g)(2,3)]

Parties petitioning the Board for a hearing on appeals of fines must do so in
writing.

Please refer to: Appealing Of Late Fines and Campaign Finance Accounts
Receivable Reduction of Penalties and Suspension of Campaign Account
(Appendix C).
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9.0 CONTRIBUTIONS ‘

A contribution is anything of value given to influence an election. Contributions
include all transfers of money, credit or debit card transactions on-line or
electronic payment systems such as “Pay Pal", paid personal services, or other
things of value given to any candidate, political party committee, political action
committee or ballot question advocate. A loan shall be considered a contribution
of money until repaid. [See R.I.G.L. §17-25-3(3)]

9.1 Reporting Contributions

Each campaign treasurer of a candidate, each state and municipal committee
of a political party, and each political action committee shall keep accurate
records and make a full report, upon a “Schedule of Contributions Received”
(Form CF-3), of all contributions received.

9.2 Limitations On Contributions (New Limits Effective January 1, 2024)

No person, other than the candidate to his or her own campaign, or political
action committee shall make a contribution or contributions, including
allowable in-kind contributions, to any candidate or officeholder, political action
committee or political party committee, which in the aggregate exceeds two
thousand doliars ($2,000.00) within a calendar year. [See RI1.G.L. §17-25-
10.1(a){(1)]

No political action committee shall make contributions, including allowable in-
kind contributions, to more than one candidate or officeholder, to more than
one political action committee, or to more than one political party committee,
or to a combination of candidates or officeholders, political action commitiees
and political party committees which in the aggregate exceed twenty-five
thousand dollars ($25,000.00) within a calendar year. [See R.I.G.L. §17-25-
10.1(a)(1)]

No candidate or officeholder, political action committee or political party
committee shall accept a contribution or contributions, including allowable in-
kind contributions, which in the aggregate exceed two thousand dollars
($2,000.00) within a calendar year from any one person or political action
committee. [See R.1.G.L. §17-25-10.1(a)(1)]

A political party committee or political party committees may not make a
contribution or contributions to a candidate of that political party which in the
aggregate exceeds twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000.00) within a
calendar year. However, there shall be no restriction on the amount of in-kind
contributions a political party committee or political party committees may
make to a candidate of that political party provided, however that for the
purposes of this section only, the cost and preparation and airing of television
and/or radio advertisements and the cost of any print advertisements shall not
be considered an allowable “in-kind” contribution and shall be subject to the
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aforementioned aggregate fimitation of twenty-five thousand dollars
($25,000.00). Notwithstanding the above, the political party committee and the
candidate must continue to report such contributions. [See R.I.G.L. §17-25-
10.1(e)]

Notwithstanding the limits specified above, a person or political action
committee or political party committee may contribute an amount which in the
aggregate does not exceed ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00) within a
calendar year to a political party committee, which funds can be utilized for
organizational and party building activities, but shall not be used for
contributions to candidates state and local for public office. [See R.I.G.L.§17-
25-10.1(a)(2)}

A candidate or officeholder may make a contribution or contributions in excess
of the two thousand dollar ($2,000.00) annual limit to his or her own campaign,
and nothing herein shall be construed to restrict the amount of money that a
candidate can borrow in his or her own name and, subsegquently, contribute or
loan to his or her own campaign. [See R.1.G.L. §17-25-10.1(g)]

For purposes of the limitation imposed by this section [R.I.G.L. §17-25-10.1],
all contributions made by a person, either directly or indirectly, on behalf of a
particular candidate, including contributions which are in any way earmarked
or otherwise directed through an intermediary or conduit to such candidate,
shall be treated as contributions from such person to such candidate. The
intermediary or conduit shall report the original source and the intended
recipient of such contribution to the board of elections and to the intended
recipient, in accordance with regulations and reporting requirements
promulgated by the board of elections. [See R.I.G.L. §17-25-10.1(k)]

9.2.1 Contributions From Dependent Children (New Limits Effective January 1,

2024)
A contribution from an individuals “dependent child” shail be deemed a
contribution from the individual for purposes of determining whether
aggregate contributions exceed either the two hundred dollar ($200.00)
threshold for reporting purposes or the two thousand dollar ($2,000.00)
maximum for contributions to a single candidate or political action committee
within a calendar year. No dependent child shall contribute an amount which,
when added to contributions already made by that child’s parent or legal
guardian and by other dependent children of that parent or legal guardian,
exceed the two thousand dollar ($2,000.00) maximum for contributions to a
single candidate or political action committee within a calendar year. [See
R.1.G.L §17-25-10.1(f)]

» “Dependent child” is defined in R.L.G.L. §36-14-2 as a person’s natural
child, adopted child or stepchild if such person, during any calendar
year, provides over 50% of the child's support during such calendar
year.
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it shall be the responsibility of the candidate, political action committee or
political party committee receiving contributions to ascertain whether any
individual contributor is the “dependent child” of another person so as to be
able to determine whether such other person is to be chargeable for
contributions made by such dependent child. In addition to maintaining
records of the name, address and place of employment of all contributors,
candidates, political action committees and political party committees should
also maintain records indicating a contributor's status as a dependent child.

A contribution to a named candidate made to any political committee
authorized by that candidate to accept contributions on his or her behalf shall
be considered to be a contribution made to the candidate. Contributions to a
candidate by a political committee for another person shall be considered to
be contributions by that person. [See R.1.G.L §17-25-10.1 (b)]

Expenditures made by any person in cooperation, consultation or concert
with, or at the request or suggestion of, a candidate or his or her authorized
political committees or agents shall be considered contributions fo that
candidate. [See R.I.G.L §17-25-10.1(c)]

The payment or financing by any person of the dissemination, distribution,
republication, in whole or in part, of any broadcast or any written, graphic or
other form of campaign materials prepared by the candidate, his campaign
committees or their authorized agents shall be considered a contribution to
the candidate. [See R.1.G.L §17-25-10.1(d)]

9.3 CONTRIBUTIONS MADE & RECEIVED IN EXCESS OF THE
ALLOWABLE ANNUAL CONTRIBUTION LIMITS

The Board has established a schedule of fines and penalties for those
contributions made and received by individuals, candidates/officeholders and
entities in accordance with the Rhode Island Campaign Contributions &
Expenditures Reporting Act (“Act”) and which exceed the allowable annual
contribution limits permitted by the Act.

Refer to: Policy on Fines and Penalties for Confributions Made & Received
in Excess of the Allowable Annual Contribution Limits (Appendix C).
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9.4 Transaction Types

There are eight (8) transaction types by which a campaign may receive
contributions: Cash, Check, Money Order, Credit/Debit Card, Electronic Pay
System, In-Kind, Loan and Other. Each fransaction type is discussed below.

9.4.1 Cash

Candidates, political action committees and political party committees may
accept cash contributions that do not exceed twenty-five dollars ($25) in the
aggregate from an individual within a calendar year, and such cash
contributions must be delivered directly by the donor fo the candidate,
campaign treasurer or deputy freasurer. The campaign freasurer or deputy
treasurer shall maintain records of the name and address of all persons
making such cash contributions. Except as provided herein, all other cash
contributions are prohibited. [See R.1.G.L. §17-25-10.1(i)]

9.4.2 Check, Money Order, Credit/Debit Card and via Electronic Pay System

Contributions of funds may be by check, money order, or credit or debit card
and may be made over the Internet and via electronic payment systems such
as “PayPal”, but in each case the original source of funds must be identified
[See R.I.G.L. §17-25-10.1())]: provided, however, that candidates may accept
cash contributions under the limits and conditions specified in section 8.4.1.

9.4.3 In-Kind Contfribution

An In-Kind contribution means the monetary value of other things of value or
paid personal services donated to any person required to file reports with the
Board of Elections. [See R.I.G.L §17-25-3(17)] Moreover, an expenditure
made by any person in cooperation, consultation or concert with, or at the
request or suggestion of, a candidate’s campaign is also considered an in-
kind contribution to the candidate.

e "Other thing of value” means any items of tangible real or personal
property of a fair market value in excess of $100 [See R.I.G.L. §17-25-
3(18)];

e ‘Paid personal services” are personal services of every kind and
nature, the cost or consideration for which is paid or provided by
someone other than the committee or candidate for whom the services
are rendered, but do not include personal services provided without
compensation by persons volunteering their time [See R.1.G.L. §17-25-
3(19)];

. “Fair market value” (New Definition Effective January 1, 2024) means
the “usual and normal charge for goods and services” as determined by the
marketplace from which they ordinarily would have been purchased at a
usual and normal charge in an arms-length transaction. “Usual and normal
charge for goods” means the price of those goods in the market from which
they ordinarily wouid have been purchased at the time of the contribution.
“Usual and normal charge for services”, other than those provided by an
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unpaid volunteer, means the hourly or piecework charge for the services at a
commercially reasonable rate prevailing at the time the services are
rendered. [See R.1.G.L §17-25-3(12)}

9.4.3.1 Limits On in-Kind Contributions

The value of an allowable in-kind contribution counts towards the aggregate
annual contribution limits specified herein. However, there shall be no
restriction on the amount of in-kind contributions a political party committee or
political party committees may make to a candidate of that political party.
However, for the purposes of this section, the cost and preparation and airing
of television and/or radio advertisements and the cost of any print
advertisements shall not be considered an allowable “in-kind” contribution
and shall be subject to the aforementioned aggregate limitation of twenty-five
thousand dollars ($25,000.00). [See R.1.G.L. §17-25-10.1(e)]

9.4.3.2 Donor Required To Notify Recipient Of Value Of In-Kind

Contribution
Expenditures made by any person in cooperation, consuitation or concert
with, or at the request or suggestion of, a candidate, the candidate's
authorized political committees, or their agents shall be considered a
contribution to the candidate [See R..G.L. §17-25-10.1(c)]. The person is
required to notify the recipient candidate or committee of the value of said in-
kind contribution. However, it is the responsibility of the candidate or
committee to make their "best effort” to obtain the fair market value of an in-
kind contribution.

9.4.4 Loan

A loan shall be considered a contribution of money until it is repaid. There
shall be no restriction on the amount of money that a candidate can borrow
under his or her own name, and subsequently contribute or loan to his or her
own campaign. [See R.1.G.L. §17-25-10.1(g)]

9.4.5 Other
Other types of transactions by which a campaign may receive or report
contributions include Interest Received, Refunds or Rebates, Other Receipts
and Aggregate.

9.5 Contribution Types

For the purpose of this section, contribution types include: a contribution from
an individual; a contribution from a political action committee or political party
commitiee; aggregate contributions from individuals, political action
committees or political party committees: loan proceeds; in-kind contributions
from an individual, political action committee or political party committee;
interest received; refunds and rebates; other receipts and matching public
funds.
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9.5.1 Individual (New Limit Effective January 1, 2024)

Each treasurer of a candidate, political action committee and political party
committee shall be required to disclose on a “Schedule of Contributions
Received” (Form CF-3) all contributions received in excess of a total of two
hundred dollars ($200.00) from any individual within a calendar year. The
schedule shall contain the name, address and place of employment of each
person from whom contributions in excess of two hundred dollars ($200.00)
were received within a calendar year, the amount contributed by each person
and the date(s) the contribution(s) were received. [See R..G.L. §17-25-

(@)

9.5.1a Treasurer’s Best Efforts to Obtain Contributor Place of Employment

The treasurer of any candidate, political action committee or political parly
committee must make his or her best efforts to obtain and maintain the
information required by Rl campaign finance law with respect to a
contributor's place of employment. When the reporting information is
incomplete, the treasurer must demonstrate that “best efforts” were used in
trying to obtain and report the needed information. To demonstrate “best
efforts”, the treasurer must be able to show:

1. The campaign requested the required information in the solicitation
materials that prompted the contribution, and

2. The campaign made at least one follow-up request to the contributor
within 30 days of receipt of the contribution and the follow-up request must
be made in writing. Campaigns must retain records of follow-up requests.

If the contributor does not respond to the follow-up request, but the campaign
possesses information in its contributor records, fundraising records or prior
reports filed during the same election cycle, then the committee may use that
information when disclosing the contribution.

If the requested information is not received until after the contribution has
been reported on a “Summary of Campaign Activity” (Form CF-2) and
“Schedule of Contributions Received” (Form CF-3) for a reporting period
prescribed by the Board, the treasurer must report the information by filing an
amended “Schedule of Contributions Received” (Form CF-3) for that same
reporting period.

Note: Listing a contributor’s occupation or reporting a contributor as
self-employed does not meet the requirement of reporting the
contributor’s place of employment, unless accompanied by the
address of employment.

9.5.2 Aggregate/individual (New Limit Effective January 1, 2024)

Each treasurer of a candidate, political action committee and political party
committee shall be required to disciose on a “Schedule of Contributions
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Received” (Form CF-3) all contributions received NOT in excess of a total of
two hundred dollars ($200.00) from any individual, political action committee
and political party committee within a calendar year. [See R.1.G.L. §17-25-
11] The treasurer may elect to report such contributions as an aggregate
total, in which case the name, home address and place of employment of
individual contributors are not required to be reported, but must be
maintained by the treasurer.

9.5.3 Political Action Committee (PAC) (New Limit Effective January 1,
2024)

Each treasurer of a candidate, political action committee and political party
committee shall be required to disclose on a “Schedule of Contributions
Received” (Form CF-3) all contributions received in excess of a total of two
hundred dollars ($200.00) from any political action committee within a
calendar year. The schedule shall contain the name and address of each
political action committee from which contributions in excess of two hundred
dollars ($200.00) were received within a calendar year, the amount
contributed by each political action committee and the dates the contributions
were received. [See R..G.L. §17-25-11(a)(3)(i}]

Contributions may only be accepted from political action committees that are
registered and qualified in the State of Rhode Island. [See RI.G.L. §17-25-

10.1()]

9.5.3a Aggregate/Political Action Committee (PAC) (New Limit Effective

January 1, 2024)

Each treasurer of a candidate, political action committee and political party
committee shall be required to disclose on a “Schedule of Contributions
Received” (Form CF-3) all contributions received NOT in excess of a total of
two hundred dollars ($200.00) from any political action committee within a
calendar year. The treasurer may elect to report such contributions as an
aggregate total, in which case the names and addresses of the political
action committees are not required to be reported but must be maintained by
the treasurer. [See R.I1.G.L. §17-25-11].

9.5.4 Political Party Committee (New Limit Effective January 1, 2024)

Each treasurer of a candidate, political action committee and political party
committee shall be required to disclose on a “Schedule of Contributions
Received” (Form CF-3) all contributions received in excess of a total of two
hundred dollars ($200.00) from any political party committee within a
calendar year. The schedule shall contain the name and address of each
political party committee from which contributions in excess of two hundred
dolflars ($200.00) were received within a calendar year, the amount
contributed by each political party committee and the dates the contributions
were received. [See R.1.G.L. §17-25-11(a)(3)())]

Contributions may only be accepted from political party committees that are
authorized by the State of Rhode Island. [See R.I.G.L. §17-25-10.1(j)]
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9.5.4a Aggregate/Political Party Committee (New Limit Effective January 1,
2024)

Each treasurer of a candidate, political action committee and political party
committee shall be required to disclose on a “Schedule of Contributions
Received” (Form CF-3) all contributions received NOT in excess of a total of
two hundred dollars ($200.00) from any political party committee within a
calendar year. The treasurer may elect to report such contributions as an
aggreqate total, in which case the names and addresses of the political party
committees are not required to be reported but must be maintained by the
treasurer [See R.L.G.L. §17-25-11].

9.5.5 Loan Proceeds

Each treasurer of a candidate, political action committee and political party
committee shall be required to disclose on a “Schedule of Contributions
Received” (Form CF-3) the cash receipt of any loan as Loan Proceeds with a
corresponding liability of said loan as a Loans Payable. A loan is considered
a contribution of money until it is repaid. Repayment on a loan reduces the
amount of the contribution and the corresponding Loans Payable balance.

Any campaign accepting proceeds from a loan from someone other than a
candidate to his or her own campaign, shall adhere to the annual contribution
limits identified herein. There is no limit on the amount of funds a candidate
may loan his or her own campaign. [See R.L.G.L. §17-25-10.1(g)]

Any treasurer of a candidate, political action committee or political party
committee filing an “Affidavit Dissolving Campaign Account” (Form CF-7),
shall, as a result, forgive as uncollectible any Loans Payable balance
remaining at the time of dissolution, regardless of whether said campaign
account is subsequently re-activated.

9.5.6 In-Kind (Individual)

Each treasurer of a candidate, political action committee and political party
committee shall be required to disciose on a “Schedule of Contributions
Received” (Form CF-3) the fair market value of any good, service, or other
thing of value donated by an individual, the name, address, and place of
employment of the individual contributor and the date of the contribution.

9.5.7 In-Kind (Political Party Committee)

Each treasurer of a candidate, political action committee and political party
committee shall be required to disclose on a “Schedule of Contributions
Received” (Form CF-3) the fair market value of any good, service, or other
thing of value donated by a political party committee; the name and address
of the political party committee and the date of the contribution.
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9.5.8 In-Kind (Political Action Committee)

Each treasurer of a candidate, political action committee and political party
committee shall be required to disclose on a “Schedule of Confributions
Received” (Form CF-3) the fair market value of any good, service, or other
thing of value donated by a political action committee; the name and address
of the political action committee and the date of the contribution

9.5.9 Interest Received

Each treasurer of a candidate, political action committee and political party
commitiee shall be required to disclose on a “Schedule of Contributions
Received” (Form CF-3) any interest received from having campaign funds in
an interest bearing account; the source of the interest, and date the interest
was received,

9.5.10 Refund/Rebate

Each treasurer of a candidate, political action committee and political party
committee shall be required to disclose on a “Schedule of Contributions
Received” (Form CF-3) any rebate or refund received from any previously
recorded expenditure; the source of the rebate or refund, and the date the
rebate or refund was received.

9.5.11 Other Receipt

Each treasurer of a candidate, political action committee and political party
committee shall be required to disclose on a “Schedule of Contributions
Received” (Form CF-3) any funds received from a source other than those
identified above; the source of the other receipt, and the date the other
receipt was received.

9.5.12 Matching Public Funds
Only general office candidates who participate in the matching funds pregram
use this contribution type code. See the “Campaign Finance Manual for the
Public Financing of Campaigns for Candidates for General Office” for more
information.

9.6 Lawful Methods Of Contributing

This section explains the lawful methods of contributing to support or defeat a
candidate.

9.6.1 Contributions Through Campaign Treasurer

No contribution may be made or received, and no expenditures shall be
directly made or incurred, to support or defeat a candidate except through:

1} the candidate or duly appointed campaign treasurer or deputy campaign
treasurers of the candidate; 2) the duly appointed campaign treasurer or
deputy campaign treasurers of the political party committee; or 3) the duly
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appointed campaign treasurer of deputy campaign treasurers of the political
action committee. [See R.1.G.L. §17-25-10(a)}

9.6.2 Only Individuals, PACs And Political Party Committees May Make
Contributions

No entity other than an individual, a political action committee which is duly
registered and qualified pursuant {o the terms of this chapter, political party
commitiee organized pursuant to Title 17 of the Rhode Island General Laws,
or an authorized committee of an elected official or candidate established
pursuant to this chapter shall make any contribution to or any expenditure on
behalf of or in opposition to any candidate, political action committee or
political party. [See R.1.G.L. §17-25-10.1(c); §17-25-10.1(j)]

9.7 Unlawful Contributions

This section explains the unlawful methods of contributing to support or
defeat a candidate.

9.7.1 Anonymous Or Third-Party Contributions

Contributions may not be made and expenditures may not be made or
incurred anonymously, that is, without the identity and address of the
contributor, in a fictitious name, or by one person or group in the name of
another. A treasurer or candidate may not solicit or knowingly accept any
such contribution. An anonymous contribution may not be used or expended.
An anonymous contribution must be returned to the donor if his or her identity
can be ascertained; if it cannot, the contribution shall escheat to the state of
Rhode Island. [See R.L.G.L. §17-25-10(c); §17-25-12]

9.7.2 Solicitation Of Contributions From Classified State Employees

No classified employee or member of the personnel appeal board may solicit
contributions for nor may he or she be solicited to contribute to any political
party or campaign. Every state government officer, agent, clerk, or employee
who has charge or control in any building, office, or room occupied for any
state government purpose must not permit any person to enter for the
purpose of making, collecting, receiving, or giving notice of any political
assessment, subscription, or contribution, and no person may enter, or
remain in any such facility or end or direct any letter or other notice there for
the purpose of giving notice of, demanding, or collecting a political
assessment, subscription or contribution. [See §36-4-53] Any person violating
the provisions of §36-4-53 shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor under
§36-4-56

9.7.3 Contributions By Corporations And Other Business Entities
Prohibited
It shall be unlawful for any corporation or other business entity to make any
campaign contribution or expenditure to or for any candidate, political action
committee or political party committee, and it shall also be unlawful for any
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candidate, political action committee or political party committee to accept
any such contribution from such business entity. Any contribution made in the
personal name of any employee of a business entity for which the employee
received or will receive reimbursement from such business entity shall be
considered a contribution by said business entity, in violation of the
prohibition on such contributions by business entities. [See R.1.G.L. §17-25-
10.1(h)]

9.8 Refunding Contributions

Any campaign accepting a contribution or contributions from any one source
in a calendar year in excess of the aggregate amount allowable shall be
required to refund any amount that is in excess of the aggregate amount
allowable. Further, any campaign accepting a contribution or contributions
from any source that is not allowable as specified herein shall be required to
refund the entire amount of the contribution or contributions. Evidence of the
refund must be provided to the Board of Elections and shall consist of a copy
of the front and back of the check executed to return said contribution or
contributions.

Any campaign refunding a contribution or contributions received shall report
said refund on a “Schedule of Expenditures” (Form CF-4) and must also
disclose the date the original contribution or contributions were received. For
those campaigns utilizing electronic filing, see the “ERTS" system
documentation for details on how to complete this transaction.

9.9 Unused Campaign Funds

Any campaign funds not used for gaining or holding public office may:

1. Be maintained in a campaign account;

2. Be donated to another candidate for public office, to a political action
committee, or political organization, subject to the statutory limitations;

3. Be transferred into a newly established political action committee or
ballot question advocate;

4. Be donated to a tax-exempt charitable organization;

5. Be donated to the state of Rhode Island; or

6. Be returned fo the donor, prowded however,

Any funds remaining in a campaign account(s) of a candidate or

officeholder, or former candidate or former officeholder who dies, after

repayment of loans and accounts payable, shall be disposed, in
accordance with the instructions in writing, on a form prescribed by the
board of elections, which funds may:

1. Be donated to a candidate for political office, to a political
organization, or to a political action committee, subject to statutory
timits;

2. Be transferred in whole or in part info a newly established political
action committee or ballot question advocate;

3. Be donated to a tax-exempt charitable organization; or

CAMPAIGN FINANCE MANUAL 38 APRIL 2026




4. Be returned to the donor.

5. The candidate's or officeholder’s, or former candidate’s or former
officeholder's campaign account(s) shall be dissclved by the board of
elections;

6. Any penalties assessed to the candidate or officeholder, or former
candidate or former officeholder that are outstanding at the time of
their death shall be waived by the board of elections. [See R.I.G.L.

§17-25-7.2]

9.10 Testimonials

No candidate for public office or any elected public office holder may accept
the proceeds of any testimonial for personal use which were received after
April 29, 1992, but testimonials to raise campaign funds shall continue to be
lawful. [See R1.G.L. §17-25-7.3]

9.11 Summary of Allowable and Prohibited Contributions

Please refer to: Summary Chart Of Aliowable And Prohibited
Conftributions (Appendix B).
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10.0 EXPENDITURES

Expenditures include all transfers of money, paid personal services, or other
things of value by any candidate, officeholder, political party committee, political
action committee or ballot question advocate. [See R.1.G.L. §17-25-3(3)]

10.1 Disbursement Types

There are five (5) transaction types for which a candidate, political action
committee or political party committee may expend funds: Campaign
Expenditure; Aggregate Expenditure; Repayment of Loan; Accounts Payable;
and Accounts Payable Repayment. Each disbursement type is discussed
below.

10.1.2 Campaign Expenditure (New Limit Effective January 1, 2024)

Each treasurer of a candidate, political action committee or political party
committee shall be required to disclose on a “Schedule of Expenditures”
(Form CF-4) all expenditures incurred or made to any person or vendor in
excess of a total of two hundred dollars ($200.00) within a calendar year.
The schedule shall contain the name and address of each person or vendor
to whom expenditures in excess of two hundred dollars ($200.00) were
incurred or made within a calendar year, the amount disbursed to each
person or vendor, the date the expenditure was incurred or made and the
purpose of the expenditure. [See R.I.G.L §17-25-11(a)(3)(iii,iv)

10.1.3 Aggregate Expenditure (New Limit Effective January 1, 2024)

Each treasurer of a candidate, political action committee or political party
committee shall be required to disclose on a “Schedule of Expenditures’
(Form CF-4) all expenditures incurred or made to any person or vendor NOT
in excess of a total of two hundred dollars ($200.00) within a calendar year.
The treasurer may elect to report such expenditures as an agaregate total, in
which case the name and address of the persons or vendors are not required
to be reported but must be maintained by the freasurer [See R.LG.L. §17-25-
11(a)].

10.1.4 Repayment of Loan

Each treasurer of a candidate, political action commitiee or political party
committee shall be required to disclose on a “Schedule of Expenditures’
(Form CF-4) any campaign funds disbursed to repay all or part of any loan
made to the campaign.

Campaign contributions received cannot be used to repay cumulative
personal loans incurred on or after April 29, 1992 by a candidate to his or her
own campaign in excess of two hundred thousand dollars ($200,000) during
an election cycle. [See R.L.G.L. §17-25-7.4]
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10.1.5 Accounts Payable

Each treasurer of a candidate, political action committee or political party
committee shall be required to disclose on a “Schedule of Expenditures”
(Form CF-4) any accounts payable incurred for goods or services received,
but not paid for at the time of receipt. The schedule shall contain the name
and address of each person or vendor to whom the accounts payable is
owed, the amount owed to each person or vendor, the date the payable was
incurred and the purpose of the expenditure.

s “Accounts Payable” (New Definition Effective January 1, 2024) means
credit extended to a candidate or political committee for campaign
expenditures; provided that, the credit extended is in the ordinary
course of the vendor's business, and the terms are substantially
similar, in risk and amount, to extensions of credit to nonpolitical
customers. The credit so extended shall not be a campaign
contribution.

10.1.6 Accounts Payable Repayment (New Limit Effective January 1, 2024)

Each treasurer of a candidate, political action committee or political party
committee shall be required to disclose on a “Schedule of Expenditures”
(Form CF-4) any payment of expenditures that were previously reported as
accounts payable.

With respect to the reporting of expenditures in which payments are made to
an individual associated with any organization required to file reports with the
Board of Elections, or to the issuer of a credit or charge card who, in turn, has
paid or will pay the actual provider of the good, service or other thing of
value, the reporting of the name and address of the individual or issuer and
the amount and purpose of the payment to the individual or issuer if in excess
of two hundred dollars ($200.00), together with the name and address of the
actual provider of the good, service or other thing of value exceeding two
hundred dollars ($200.00) in total and the amount and purpose of each such
expenditure shall be required. For payments made to the actual provider of
the good, service or other thing of value NOT in excess of a total of two
hundred dollars ($200.00) within a calendar year, such payments may be
reported as an aggregate total, in which case the name and address of the
actual provider of the good, service or other thing of value is not required to
be reported but must be maintained by the treasurer.

10.2 Expenditure Types

For the purpose of this section, expenditure types include: Advertising; Bank
Fees; Consultant & Professional Services; Donations (Political); Donations
(All Others); Employee Services; Entertainment; Food, Beverages and Meals;
Fundraising Expenses; Gifts; Office Equipment & Supplies; Other; Rent &
Utilities; Telephone; Travel & Lodging; Loan Payment and
Refunds/Reimbursements.
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10.2.1 Advertising
This expenditure type code is used when a campaign uses funds to pay for
advertising. This includes, but is not limited to: printing, brochures, signs,
billboards, radio and television advertising, postage and mailings.

10.2.2 Bank Fees

This expenditure type code is used when a campaign uses funds to pay bank
fees associated with the campaign account(s) such as service or
maintenance fees.

10.2.3 Consultant & Professional Services

This expenditure type code is used when a campaign uses funds to pay for
confracted and professional services. These services include, but are not
limited to: Polls & Surveys, Legal & Accounting, Campaign Consultants, etc.

10.2.4 Donations (Political)

This expenditure type code is used when a campaign uses funds to
contribute to any non-Federal Rhode Island candidate or officeholder,
political action committee or political party committee.

10.2.5 Donations (All Others)

This expenditure type code is used when a campaign uses funds to
contribute to any Federal or non-Rhode Island candidate or officeholder; or to
provide a monetary gift to any charitable organization, provided the donor
does not personally benefit from the donation or receive compensation from
the recipient organization.

10.2.6 Employee Services

This expenditure type code is used when a campaign uses funds to pay
employees of its own organization, or to reimburse employees of its own
organization for monies that were expended by them for goods, personal
services, or other thing of value for the campaign.

10.2.7 Entertainment

This expenditure type code is used when a campaign uses funds for
entertainment purposes, provided however that the entertainment is part of a
specific campaign or officeholder activity.

10.2.8 Food, Beverages and Meals

This expenditure type code is used when a campaign uses funds to purchase
food or beverages, including meals, provided however that the food,
beverages or meals are purchased as part of a campaign or officeholder
activity or as a part of a function that is related to the candidate's or
officeholder's responsibilities, including meals between and among
candidates and/or officeholders that are incurred as an ordinary and
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necessary expense of seeking, holding or maintaining public office, or
seeking, holding or maintaining a position within the legislature or other
publicly elected body.

10.2.9 Fundraising Expenses

This expenditure type code is used when a campaign uses funds to pay
expenses related to a fundraising event, except for those expenses that
would be otherwise reporied separately as expenditure types specified
herein.

10.2.10 Gifts

This expenditure type code is used when a campaign uses funds to purchase
gifts of nominal value or make donations of a nominal amount for a special
occasion such as a holiday, graduation, marriage, retirement or death, uniess
made to a member of the candidate’s or officeholder’s family.

10.2.11 Office Equipment & Supplies

This expenditure type code is used when a campaign uses funds to purchase
office equipment and supplies used solely for the purpose of seeking, holding
or maintaining office.

10.2.12 Other

This expenditure type code is used when a campaign uses funds to purchase
or pay for any good, service, or other thing of value, except for any purchase
or payment that would be otherwise reported separately as an expenditure
type specified herein, to gain or hold public office.

10.2.13 Rent & Utilities

This expenditure type code is used when a campaign uses funds for the
rental of office space or to pay utility costs associated with said rentai of
space, provided however that the rent and utility costs were incurred as part
of a campaign or officeholder activity.

10.2.14 Telephone

This expenditure type code is used when an organization expends campaign
funds on telephone charges, provided however that the telephone charges
were incurred as part of a campaign or officeholder activity.

10.2.15 Travel & Lodging

This expenditure type code is used when an organization expends campaign
funds on travel expenses for a candidate or officeholder, provided that the
travel is undertaken as an ordinary and necessary expense of seeking,
holding, or maintaining public office, or seeking, holding, or maintaining a
position within the legisiature or other publicly elected body. If a candidate or
officeholder uses campaign funds to pay expenses associated with travel that
involves both personal activities and campaign or officeholder activities, the
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incremental expenses that were incurred from the personal activities are to
be repaid to the campaign within thirty (30) days.

10.2.16 Loan Payment

This expenditure type code is used when an organization expends campaign
funds to repay all, or any portion, of a loan previously received.

10.2.17 Refunds/Reimbursements

This expenditure type code is used when an organization expends campaign
funds to repay all, or any portion, of accounts payable previously incurred.

10.3 Permitted/Prohibited Uses of Campaign Funds

The law prohibits the “personal use”, by any elected public office holder or by

any candidate for public office, of any contributions after April 29, 1992.

» “Personal use” is defined as any use other than expenditures made for
gaining or holding office and for which the candidate or officeholder would
be required to pay taxes on such money. [See §17-25-7.2]

Please refer to: Policy on the Permitted/Prohibited Uses of Campaign
Funds (Appendix C).

10.4 Petty Cash Fund

The treasurer of a committee is permitted to establish a single petty cash
fund by drawing a check on the committee’s account in an amount that may
not exceed one hundred dollars ($100.00). The treasurer may replenish the
petty cash fund from time to time provided that the total balance of the fund
may never exceed one hundred dollars ($100.00) and provided further that
the fund is not replenished more than twice in any seven (7) day period.

Expenditures made from petty cash are limited to twenty-five dollars ($25.00)
per transaction and must be reporied by the treasurer in the same manner as
any other expenditure. The treasurer must maintain a written account of all
petty cash expenditures and keep such records for four (4) years from the
filing date.
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State of Rhode Island

Board of Elections
Campaign Finance Unit
2000 Piainfield Pike, Cranston, Rl 02821
Tel. (401) 222-2345

www.elections.ri.gov Time Stamp
NOTICE OF ORGANEZATION CF-1) (For Office Use Only)
Notice of Organization for: ~ : L .| Purposer : ' :
'] cCandidate or Officehoider . - o - : LR g Initial Notice of Orgamzatron :
E} Political Party Committee oo E1° Amendment to Notice of Organization .
 Political Action Commlttee (PAC) (Complele Back of Form} : (g Change of Treasurer or Deputy Treasurer
1 Annual Political Party Treasurer’s Filing

Full Name of Candidate, Ofﬁceholder Political Party Commiftee, or Political Action Committee (PAC) Key #
Street Address City/Town, State and Zip Code
Mailing Address {if different) City/Town, State and Zip Code
Telephone Number Daytime Telephone Number | Fax Number E-mait Address
Candidate Office (Reqguired):
Par‘sy Afﬁiiation, if any: 21 bemocratic [} Republican E-1 other

APPOINTMENT/DESIGNATION OF TREASURER
_As a Candrdate Oﬁ' ceholder ar Chairperson of a Political Party or PAC named herein, | hereby

D_D_e_srgna_te as Treasurer F:lRemove as Treasurer DDesrgnate as Deputy Treasurer E]Remove as Deputy Treasurer

the person named be'low as required by law:

Name of TreasurerlDeputy Treasurer ' Telephone Number Daytime Teiephone Number | Fax Number
Street Address IR s .. S City/Town, State and Zip Code : ' | E-mail Address
Mailing Address (if different.) S City/T owrr, State_a_nd Zip Code .
| Subscnbcd and swom before me this, day of 20 .
N . . . . . . : . x )
Srgnature of Appozntee : Date ’ ’ Notary Public

APPOINTMENT/DESIGNATION OF TREASURER {if adding or removing more than one individual)
As a Candidate, Officeholder, or Chairperson of a Political Party or PAC named herein, | hereby:

E]Designate as Treasurer E'] Remave as Treasurer mDesignate as Deputy Treasurer EjRemove as Deputy Treasurer

the person named below, as required by law:

Name of Treasurer/Deputy Treasurer Telephone Number Daytime Telephone Number | Fax Number
Street Address City/Town, State and Zip Code E-mail Address
Mailing Address (if different) City/Town, State and Zip Code
Subscribed and swomn before me this __ day of 20
X x
Signature of Appointee Date Notary Public

_ ' R -Campaign Account Deposrtorres :
Name(s) o_f Institution{s} . Number of Accoun’_ts (Example: One, Two) - Type of Account (Example Checkmg, Savings)

' Please attached additional sheets, if necessary

CF-1 PLEASE COMPLETE BACK OF FORM Rev. 04/21




AFFIDAVIT

I, , agree to abide by the
(Candidate, Officeholder, or Chairperson of Political Party Comimnitiee or PAC)

campaign finance laws of the State of Rhode Island and the rules and regulations {“rules"} established by the Board of Elections {“Board")
including, but not limited to, the prescribed manner and format for the reporting of all contributions and expendituras.

I hereby authorize the Treasurer/Deputy Treasurer appointed herein o act on my behalf and to perform all acts necessary to comply with
the campaign finance laws of this state and the rules established by the Board and that the appointee’s original signature indicates my
specific authorization to act on my behalf.

[ understand that |, and the Treasurer/Deputy Treasurer appointed herein, when issued a Personal ldentification Number (“PIN") by the
Board for the purpose of electronically filing reports and/or communications, that use of said PIN shall constitute my specific authorization
to act on my behalf. ‘

I understand that all communications by the Board to either myself or the Treasurer/Deputy Treasurer shall be directed to the mailing
address{es) provided herein and that | am responsible for the receipt of all correspondence mailed to said address(es). Moreover, |
understand that | am responsible for notifying the Board of any changes of address and that the failure to inform the Board of said
change(s) shall not absolve me of my responsibilities under the law or rules of the Board.

| understand that | will be deemed to be the Treasurer if an amended “Notice of Organization” designating a new Treasurer is not
received by the Board within ten (10) days of the death, resignation or removal of the Treasurer.

Notwithstanding the above, | acknowledge that | am ultimately solely and fully responsible for the activities of my campaign andfor
committee including all reporting requirements and the payment of any and all fines assessed.

Subscribed and sworn beforeme this  dayof 20
x
Signature of Candidate, Officehoider or Date
Chairperson of Political Party or Political X__ : X __
Action Committee (PAC) Notary Public Signature Notary Public {Print Name}

~ ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REQUIRED FROM POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE (PAC)

Name of Political Aétiori -Committeé (PAC) Supporiing or Opposing a C_andidate (name as igdicaied on front of this form)

Name(s) and Address(es) of Gfficer(s) of Poiltscai Action Committee {PAC} (Attach addllzonai Iist if necessary)

Name(s) ' ' Title of Officer ' ' " Address - Telephone Number

MNarne(s) of any C'apdidat_g(s) whose election or defeat the Commitiee intends to advocate:

[7] Blection -~ [] Defeat

" - Name(s) of Candidate(s)

The membership and/or contributor base of the Polttnca] Action Commlttee is derived from the employees af one corporat[on or busmess entity or from one
business or professional group or association or labor union. mYes ~ EINe - :

if yes, identify the employer gmup. association or union:

Any report not completed properly will be returned and deemed not filed.
Only original signatures of candidates, treasurers and deputy treasurers need 1o be notarized.
if you have any questions on how to compiete this form, please contact the Board of Elections.

PENALTIES: Any person violating the provisions of the Rhode istand Carnpaign Contributions and Expenditures Reporting Act (chapter 25 of Title 17 of the Rhode
Island General Laws) shall be subject to civil and/or criminal penalties.
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Please see reverse side for instructions on how fo complete this form.

State of Rhode Island

Board of Elections
Campaign Finance Unit
2000 Plainfield Pike, Cransion, Rl 02921
Telephone No. (401) 222-2345
www.elections.ri.gov

Time Stamp
SUMMARY OF CAMPAIGN ACTIVITY (CF-2) (For Office Use Only)
Full Name of Candidate, Officeholder, Political Party Commitiee, or Palitical Action Commifiee (PAC) Organization Key #

Street Address

City/Town, State and Zip Code

Mailing Address (if different)

City/Town, State and Zip Code

Telephone Number Daytime Telephone Number Fax Number

E-mail Address

Reporting Period {Dates): Amended Report
Yes No
Period Beginning: Period Ending: B
Summary of Activity for Reporting Period Campaign Fund Status
1. Beginning Cash Balance $ . Assets
2. Cash Receipts (Also requires form CF-3) 7. Cash (Enter Amount from Line &) $
_ 8. Other Assets
a, Contributions From: s
1. Individuals $ s
2. Political Parties $ g
3. Political Action Committees $
4. Loan Proceeds 5 9. Total A s
. fa ts {Add Li T+8
5. Payroll Check Off (PAC's Onty)  § ofal Assels (Add Lines 7+ 8)
b. Other Receipts
p Liabilities and Fund Balance
$ 10, Liabilities (Also requires form CF-4)
$ a. Accounts Payable $
h. L Payabl
3. Totat Cash Available {(Add Lines 1+ 2a+2b) § oans Fayable $
c. Other Liabilities
4, Cash Disbursements (Also requires form CF-4) z
a. Campaign Expenses $ 5
b. Repayment of Loans $_
c.  Other Dishursements
$ 14. Tofal Liabilities (Add Lines 10at+10b+16c) $
$
N 12. Total Fund Balance {Line 9 — Line 11) §
5. Ending Cash Balance {Line3—-4a-4b-4c} $
6. Report of In-Kind Contributions 13. Total Funds Available (Line 5—Line 11) §
{Also requires form CF-3) $
| hereby certify that this report of campaign contributions and expenditures '
and the supporting documents are complete, true and correct.
Print Name of Person Completing Report
x " ]
Slanature of Person Completing Report Date Title: of Person Completing Report
CE2 Rev. 12/23




INSTRUCTIONS FOR CF-2

The information reparted is required under the Rheds sland Campaign Contributions and Expenditures Reporting Act of 1974 as amended.

Full Name of Candidate, Officehoider, Political Party Committee, or Political Action Committee {(PAC) — Enter the full name of the
candidate, officeholder, political party committee or political action committee as reported on the "Notice of Organization” (Form CF-1).

Organization Key # - Enter the unigue number assigned to this organization by the Board of Elections.

Street Address — Enter the address of this organization as reported on the “Notice of Organization” (Form CF-1).

City/Town, Stafe & Zip Code — Enter the City/Town, State and Zip Code as reported on the "Notice of Organization™ (Form CF-1).
Mailing Address — Enter the address where mall is directed to this organization.

City/Town, State and Zip Code — Enter the City/Town, State and Zip Code where mail is directed to this organization.

Telephoite Number - Enter the telephone number as reported on the “Notice of Qrganization (Form CF-1).
Davytime Telephone Number — Enter a secondary telephone for this organization.

Fax Number — Enter the fax number for this organization.

E-mail Address — Enter the E-mail address for this organization,

Reporting Period (Dates) — Enter the first date of the reporting period in the "Period Beginning” field and the last date of the reporting
period in the "Period Ending” field. Note: Refer to the organization's "Reporting Schedule” for the beginning and ending reporting dates.

Amended Report — If this report is a correction of a previously filed report, indicate “Yes", otherwise indicate “No”.

Beginning Cash Balance (Line 1)~ Enter the amount of total cash {on hand and in the bank) this organization has as of the first date of
the reporting period. NOTE: This amount should be the same amount as the Ending Cash Balance as reported on the organization’s last
filed report, if applicable.

Individuals (Line 2a1} — Enter the total amount of itemized and aggregated contributions received from individuals during this reporting
period. {Also requires Form CF-3 to itemize)

Political Parties (Line 2a2) - Enter the total amount of itemized and aggregated contributions received from Political Parties during this
reporting period. (Alse reguires Form CF-3 to itemize)

Political Action Committees (I.ine 2a3) - Enter the total amount of itemized and aggregated contributions received from Political Action
Commitiees during this reporting period. {(Also requires Form CF-3 to itemize)

Loan Proceeds (Line 2a4) — Enter the total amount of funds foaned to this organization during this reporiing period. (Also requires Form
CF-3 to ifemize)

Payroll Check Off (Line 2a5} — Enter the total amount of funds received via Payroll Check Off during this reporting period. NOTE: This
contribution type only applies to Political Action Committees (PACs). (Also requires Form CF-3 to itemize)

Other Receipts (Line 2b) - Enter the amount of funds received from other sources; Ex: Interest Income, etc. (Also requires Form CF-3)
Total Cash Available {Line 3) — Add Lines 1, 2a, and 2b together and enter the amount on this fine.

Campaign Expenses {Line 4a) — Enter the total amount of qualified itemized and aggregated campaign expenditures during this
reporting period. (Also requires Form CF-4 to itemize)

Repayment of Loans (Line 4b) — Enter the total loan repayments during this reporting period. (Also requires Form CF-4 fo ltemize)
Other Disbursements (L ine 4c) - Enter the amount of funds spent for other campaign purposes. (Also requires Form CF-4 to itemize)
Ending Cash Balance (Line 5) —Enter the fotal of (Line 3 — Line 4a - Line 4b - Line 4c).

Report of In-Kind Contributions (Line 6] — Enter the total of In-Kind Contributions received (Also requires Form CF-3 to itemize)
Cash fLine 7) - Enter the total from Line 5.

Other Assefs (Line 8) - List each asset other than cash and its monetary vaiue on these lines.

Total Assets {Line 9) — Add Line 7 and Line 8 together and enter the amount.

Accounts Payable {l.ine 10a) — Enter the total amount owed by this organization but not yet paid. (Also requires Form CF-4 to itemize)

Loans Payable (Line 10b) - Enter the total amount of funds previously recorded as "Loans Proceeds” that remain unpaid.

Other Liabilities (I ine 10¢) — Enter any other liabiliies not listed on lines 10a or 10b. {Also requires Form CF-4 to itemize)

Total Liabilities {Line 11) — Add Lines 10a, 10b and 10c together and enter the amount.

Total Fund Balance (Line 12) — Enter the total of (Line 9-Line 11).

Total Funds Available {Line 13} — Enter the total of (Line 5-Line 11).

Name/Title of Person Completing Report — This should be the treasurer, deputy treasurer, or the candidate, if his or her own treasurer.
THE REPORT MUST BE SIGNED AND DATED

Any report not completed or signed and dated will be returned.
If you have any questions on how to complete this form, please contact the Board of Elections.

PENALTIES: Any person violating the provisions of the Rhode Istand Campaign Contributions and Expenditures Reporting Act (Chapter 25 of Title 17 of the Rhode Istand
General Laws) shall be subject to civil andfor criminal penalties.




Please see reverse side for instructions on how to complete this form.

State of Rhode Island

Board of Elections
Campaign Finance Unit
2000 Plainfield Pike, Cranston, R1 02921
Tel. (401) 222-2345
www elections.ri.gov

SCHEDULE OF CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED (CF-3)

Time Stamp
(For Office Use Only)

Key # Full Name of Candidate, PAC or Party Commitice Amended Report Reporting Period
Yes[_] No[ ] From: To:
Transaction Type Code Contribution Type Code
item # {see back for list of codes) (seea back for fist of codes) Receipt Date Deposi Date Contribution Amount

$

In-kind/Other Contribution Receipts Description:

Contributor Information Employer Data
Prefix Fiest Name Mi Last Name or PAC/Party Committes Name Suffix Employer Name
Streel Address Street Address
Clty/Town State Zip Code City/Town State Zip Code
Transaction Type Code Contribution Type Code
ftem # (see back for fist of codes) {see back for fist of codes) Receipt Date Beposit Date Contribufion Amount
in-kind/Other Comdribution Receipts Description:
Contributor Information Employer Data
Prefix First Name Mi Last Name or PAC/Party Commitiee Name Suffix Employer Name
Street Address Street Address
City/Town State Zip Code City/Town State Zip Code
Transaction Type Code Contribution Type Code
Hem 3# {see back for list of codes) (see back for list of codes) - _Receipt Date Deposit Dale Coniribution Amount
In-kind/Other Contribution Receipts Description;
Contributor Information Employer Data
Prefix First Name M Last Name or PAC/Party Committee Name Sufiix Employer Name
Street Address Street Address
City/Town State Zip Code CityTown State Zip Code
Transaction Type Cade Coniribution Type Code
tem # (see back for list of codes) {see back for kst of codes) Receipt Date Deposit Date Cantribution Amount
In-kind/Other Confribution Receipts Description:
Contributor Information Employer Data
Prefix First Name M1 Last Name or PAC/Party Committee Name Suffix Employer Name
Sireel Address Street Address
City/Town State Zip Code City/Town . State Zip Code
PAGE NO: OF PAGE TOTAL i §
CF-3 Rev. 01724




INSTRUCTIONS

The information reported is required under the Rhode Iskand Campaign Contributions and Expenditures Reporting Act of 1974 as amended.

Key # - Enter the unique number assigned to this campaign by the Board of Elections.

Full Name of Candidate, Officeholder, Political Party Commitfee, or Political Action Committee {(PAC) - Enter the full name of the
candidate, officeholder, political party committee or political action committee as reported on the “Notice of Organization” {(Form CF-1).

Amended Report - If this report is a correction of a previously filed report, circle “Yes”, otherwise circle “Na”.

Reporting Period — Enter the first date of the reporting period in the “From” field and the last date of the reporting period in the “To” field.
Note: Refer to the organization's “Reporting Schedule” for the beginning and ending reporting dates.

Mem # - This is a sequential number the organization assigns to each transaction. For example, the first transaction is numbered 1, the
second {ransaction is number 2, etc.

Transaction Type Code — Acceptable entrias for the contribution transaction types are:

Transaction Type Code Description

« Cash $25 Cash limit from individuals, Political Action Committees (PACs), Political Party
Commiftees.

« Check Checks received from individuals, Political Action Committees (PACs), Political Party
Committees.

+ Money Order Money Orders received from individuals, Political Action Committees (PACs), Political Party
Commitiees.

s loan A lcan is a contribution until repaid.

e Credit Card/On-Line Contributions received from individuals, PACs and Parly Committees by credit card or op-line.

e In-Kind Non-monetary contribution of goods, services or other things of value.

» Other Aggregate contributions, interest received, other receipts, refundsfrebates.

Contribution Type Code — Acceptable entries for the contribution type are:

Contribution Type Code Description
« individual Contribution received from an individual.
» Aggregate: (Individual, PAC, Party)  Contributions received are $200 or less per contributor per calendar year. Record a
separate entry for sach aggregate type (i.e. Aggregate {Individual), Aggregate (PAC); etc.)

« PAC (Political Action Committee) Contribution received is from a Paolitical Action Committee registered in Rhode Istand.

s Party (Political Party Committee) Contribution received is from a registered Political Party Commitiee.

» |oan Proceeds Funds recorded with this contribution type code have fo be repaid.

s In-Kind (Individual, PAC, Party) Non-monetary value of goods or services received. Record a separate entry for each in-
kind type (i.e. In-Kind (Individual}; in-Kind (PAC); etc.}

+ [nterest Received Interest received for having campaign funds in a federally insured depository.

+ Refund/Rebate Funds received as a result of a previous expenditure.

» QOther Receipt Funds received from a source other than those listed.

Receipt Date -- The date the treasurer or deputy treasurer received the contribution.
Deposif Date — The date the treasurer or deputy treasurer deposited the contribution.

Contribution Amount— The amount of funds or value of the in-kind contribution received by the treasurer or deputy treasurer.

In-Kind/Other Contribution Receipts Description — Describe in detail the donated services received or a detailed description of the
“Other Contribution Type” when selecting this option.

Conftributor Name Prefix — Enter a name prefix as reported by the contributor. Example: Dr., Hon.,, Gen,, etc.

Coniributor First Name — Enter the first name of the contributor.

Coniributor MI — Enter the middie initial of the contributor.

Contributor Last Name or PAC/Party Commitfee Name — Enter the last name of the contributor, or if a PAC or party, the name of the
PAC or party as reported to the Board of Elections on its “Notice of Organization" (CF-1}.

Contributor Suffix — Enter a name suffix as reported by the contributor. Example: Jr., #ll, Sr., etc.

Contributor Street Address — Enter the home address of the contributor.

Contributor City/Town, State, Zip Code — Enter the city or town, state and zip code of the contributor.

Contributor Employer Name — Enter the name of the business at which the contributor is employed.

Contributor Emplover Address - Enter the address of the business at which the contributor is employed.

Contributor City/Town, Stafe, Zip Code — Enter the city or town, state and zip code of the business at which the contributor is employed.

PENALTIES: Any person viclating the provisions of Chapter 25 of Title 17 of the Rhode fsland General Laws shall be subject to civil andfor criminal penalties.

CF-3




Please see reverse side for instructions on how to complete this form.

State of Rhode Island

Board of Elections
Campaign Finance Unit

2000 Plainfield Pike, Cranston, R 02621

Tel. (401) 222-2345
www.elections.ri.gov

SCHEDULE OF EXPENDITURES (CF-4)

Time Stamp

{For Office Use Only)

Key # Full Name of Candidate, PAC or Party Commitiee Amended Report Reporting Period
Yes[_INo[] From: To:
Disbursement Type Expenditure Type
Check # Expenditure Date Payment Date {See back for list of codes) {See back for Bst of codes) Expenditure Amount

$

Purpose of Expenditure

Payee Information

Prefix First Name Ml | Last Name or Vendor Name Suffix
Street Address CityfTown Siate Zip Code
bDisbursement Typa Expenditure Type
Check # Expenditure Date Payment Date {See back for fist of codes) (See back for list of cades) Expenditure Amount

$

Purpose of Expenditure

Payee information

Prefix First Name Ml [ Last Name or Vendor Name Suffix
Street Address City/Town State Zip Code
Disbursement Type Expenditure Type
Check # Expenditure Date Payment Date {See back for list of codes) (See back for list of codes) Expenditure Amount
Purpose of Expenditure
Payee information
Prefix First Name Ml i Last Name or Vendor Name Suffix
Street Address City/Town State Zip Code
Disbursement Type Expenditure Type
Check # Expenditure Date Payment Date {See back for list of codes) {See back for list of codes} Expenditure Amount
Purpose of Expenditure
Payee Information
Prefix First Name Mt | Last Name or Vendor Name Suffix
Street Address City/Town Siate "Zip Code

PAGE NO: OF

PAGE TOTAL

Cr-4

Rev. 01/24




INSTRUCTIONS

The information reporied is required under the Rhode Island Campaign Confribitions and Expenditures Reporting Act of 1974 as amended,

Key # - Enter the unique number assigned to this organization by the Board of Elections.

Fuil Name of Candidate, Officeholder, Political Party Commitfee, or Polifical Action Commitfee (PAC) — Enter the full name of the
candidate, officeholder, political party committee or political action committee as reported on the "Notice of Organization” (Form CF-1).

Amended Report — | this report is a correction of a previously filed report, circle “Yes”, otherwise circle “No*.

Reporting Period — Enter the first date of the reporting period in the “From" field and the last date of the reporting period in the “To” field.
Note: Refer to the organization’s “Reporting Schedule” for the beginning and ending reporting dates.

Check # - Enter the organization's check number that was used to pay this expenditure.

Expenditure Date — Enter the date the expenditure was incurred (i.e. The date the organization received goods or services).

Payment Date — Enter the date the organization paid the expenditure for the goods or services received.

Disbursement Type — Acceptable entries for this field are:

Disbursement Type Description
« Campaign Expenditure Any campaign expense paid for at the time of purchase.
» Aggregate Expenditure One or more expenses in which the total was $200 or less per vendor
within a calendar year.
+ Repayment of Loan When a loan or portion of a loan is repaid.
= Accounts Payable When goods or services are received, but not paid. Example: Credit Card
Purchases

« Accounts Payable Repayment Payment of expenditures that were previously reported as accounts
payable. Example: Paid credit card bilt,

Expendifure Type — Acceptable entries for this field are;

Expenditure Types
{Refer to the Campaign Finance Manual for descriptions)
s  Advertising «  Employee Services s Loan Payment « Telephone
« BankFees s Entertainment « Office Equipment & Supplies = Travel & Lodging
» Consultant & Prof, Services « Food, Beverages & Meals  « Other
« Donations (Political) e« Fundraising Expenses = Refunds/Reimbursements
+ Donations (All Others) s Gifts » Rent & Utilities

Expenditure Amount — Enter the amount of money spent on the goods or services received.

Purpose of Expenditure — Enter a detailed description as to the reason for said expense. Example: Lunch meeting at {Restaurant Name) to
discuss pending legistation.

Payee Name Prefix — Enter the name prefix as reported by the payee. Example: Dr,, Hon., Gen., efc.

Payee First Name — Enter the first name of the payee.

Payee Ml — Enter the middie initial of the payee.

Payee Last Name or Vendor's Name — Enter the last name of the payes, or the vendor name.

Payee Suffix — Enter the name suffix as reported by the payee. Example: Jr., IH, Sr., efc.

Payee Street Address — Enter the home address of the individual or the business address of the vendor.

Payee City/Town, State, Zip Code — Enter the city or fown, state and zip code of the individual or vendor.

If you have any guestions on how to complete this form, please contact the Board of Elections.

PENALTIES: Any person violating the provisions of the Rhode Island Campaign Centributions and Expenditures Reparting Act (Chapiter 25 of Title 17 of the Rhade Island Generat
Laws) shall be subject to civil andfor criminat penalties.

CF-4




State of Rhode Island

Board of Elections
Campaign Finance Unit
2000 Plainfield Pike, Cranston, R! 02921
Tel. (401) 222-2345
www.elections.ri.gov

Time Stamp

AFFIDAVIT FOR ANNUAL FILING EXEMPTION (CF-5) | (t.; Office Use Only)
Full Name of Candidate, Officeholder, Political Party Committee, or Political Action Committee (PAC) Key #
Street Address City/Town, State and Zip Code
Maiﬁng Address {if different) Cityffown, State and Zip Code
Telephone Number Daytime Telephone Number Fax Number E-mail Address

Report Year Requesting Exemption Funds Available (See Instructions) | Accounis Payable {See Instructions) Loans Payable (See Instructions)

$ $ $

AFFIDAVIT

1, , do hereby certify in my capacity
Name of Treasurer
as treasurer, that | will accept no contributions in excess of $200 in the aggregate from a single source within this calendar

year hor make aggregate expenditures in excess of $2,000 within this calendar year. *

X

Signature of Treasurer Date

*NOTES: If this affidavit is filed, the freasurer is excused from filing the periodic reports of contributions and expenditures. However, at the end of the
calendar year, the campaign treasurer is required fo file a "Summary of Campaign Activity” (CF-2}, a “Schedule of Contributions Received”
(CF-3} to report contributions, and a “Schedule of Expendifures” (CF-4} to report expenses.

Also, after executing this affidavit, a Candidate, Officeholder, PAC or Political Party Committee who in a calendar year acceplts contributions
in excess of $200 in the aggregate from a single source or incurs aggregate expenditures in excess of $2,000, the treasurer will immediately
commence filing the required periodic reporis.

INSTRUCTIONS

The information reparted is required under the Rhode Island Campaign Contributions and Expenditures Reporting Act of 1974 as amended.

Full Name of Candidate, Officeholder, Political Party Committee, or Palitical Action Committee {PAC) — Enter the full name of the
candidate, officeholder, political parly committee or political action committee as reported on the “Notice of Organization” (Form CF-1).

Key # - Enter the unique number assigned to this organization by the Board of Elections.

Sfreet Address — Enter the address of the organization as reported on the "Notice of Organization” (Form CF-1).

City/Town, State & Zip Code — Enter the city/town, state and zip code as reported on the “Notice of Organization™ (Form CF-1).
Mailing Address — Enter the address where maii is directed to this organization.

City/Town, State and Zip Code — Enter the city/town, stale and zip code where mail is directed to this organization.

Telephone Number — Enter the telephone number as reported on the “Notice of Organization” (Form CF-1).

Davtime Telephone Number — Enter a secondary telephone for this organization.

Fax Number — Enter the fax number for this organization.

E-mail Address — Enter the E-mail address for this organization.

Report Year Requesting Exemption — Enter the calendar year that the organization is requesting an annual exemption (Ex.: 2004).

Funds Available ~ Enter the total amount of money the organization has available as of January 15 of the report year {for ongoing
organizations), or at the time of filing a declaration of candidacy (for new candidates), whichever is earlier.

Accounts Payable - Enter the total amount of money owed to others in exchange for goods and services already received as of January
15 of the report year, if applicable. This amount should match the accounts payable balance reported on the organization's last report
filed with the Board of Elections.

Loans Payable — Enter the total amount of money owed by vour organization that was previously recorded as “loan proceeds” as of
January 1% of the report year, if applicable. This amount should match the Loans Payable balance on the last report filed with the Board
of Elections.

If you have any questions on how to complete this form, please contact the Board of Elections.

PENALTIES: Any person violating the provisions of the Rhode Island Campaign Contributions and Expenditures Reporting Act (Chapter 25 of Title 17 of the Rhode Island
General Laws) shall be subject to civil andlor criminal penalties.

CF-5 Rev. 01/24




State of Rhode Island
Board of Elections
Campaign Finance Unit
2000 Plainfield Pike, Cransion, Rl 02921
Tel. (401) 222-2345
www.elections.ri.gov

Time Stamp
AFFIDAVIT DISSOLVING CAMPAIGN ACCOUNT (CF-7) | (For Office Use Only)
Full Name of Candidate, Officeholder, Political Party Comrmittee, or Politicat Action Commitiee (PAC) Key #
Street Address City/Town, State and Zip Code
Mailing Address (if different} City/Town, State and Zip Cade
Telephone Number Daytime Telephone Number Fax Number E-mail Address

Campaign Dissolved as of (Date):

DECLARATION

Upon filing this form, there are no remaining campaign funds, and the organization (Candidate,
Officeholder, Palitical Party, or Political Action Committee) has completed its business and is hereby
dissolved.

AFFIDAVIT

1, , do hereby cettify that the declaration provided above is true and correct.
Name of Treasurer

Signature of Treasurer Date

INSTRUCTIONS

The information reported is required under the Rhode Island Campaign Contributions and Expenditures Reporting Act of 1974 as amended.

Full Name of Candidate, Officeholder, Political Party Committee, or Political Action Committee (PAC} — Enter the full
name of the candidate, officeholder, political party committee or political action commitiee as reported on the “Notice of
Organization” (Form CF-1).

Key # - Enter the unique number assigned to this campaign by the Board of Elections.

Streetl Address — Enter the address of this organization as reported on the “Notice of Organization” {Form CF-1).

City/Town. State & Zip Code — Enter the city/town, state and zip code as reported on the “Notice of Organization™ (Form
CF-1).

Mailing Address — Enter the address where mail is directed to this organization.

City/Town, State and Zip Code — Enter the city/town, state and zip code where mail is directed to this organization,

Telephone Number — Enter the telephone number as reported on the "Nofice of Organization” (Form CF-1).

Daytime Telephone Number — Enter a secondary telephone for this campaign.

Fax Number — Enter the fax number for this campaign.
E-mail Address — Enter the E-mail address for this campaign.
Campaign Dissolved as of (Dafe} — Enter the date the campaign has concluded its business,

If you have any questions on how to complete this form, please contact the Board of Elections.

PENALTIES: Any person violating the provisions of the Rhode Island Campaign Contributions and Expenditures Reporting Act (Chapter 25 of Title 17 of the Rhode Island General Laws)
shall be subject to civil and/or criminal penalties.

CF-7 : Rev. 06/20



2000 Plainfield Pike, Cranston, Rl 02921

REPORT OF COVERED DISBURSEMENTS FOR

State of Rhode Island

Board of Elections
Campaign Finance Division

Tel. (401) 222-2345
www.elections.ri.gov

INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURES, ELECTIONEERING Time Stamp
COMMUNICATIONS OR COVERED TRANSFERS (CF-8) | (Office Use Only)

Purpose of Covered Disbursement {(Mark Only One):

E] Independent Expenditure
E7 Blectioneering Communication
[7] Covered Transfer

Name of Independent Spender making Covered Disbursement {independent Expenditure, Electioneering Communication or Covered Transfer)

Street Address, City/Town, State and Zip Code

Telephone Number E-Mail Address

Employer {if an individual) Occupation (if an Individual)

Fult Name of Treasurer/individual Filing Report on behaif of Independent Spender (when independent Spender is not an Individual)

Sireet Address, City/Town, State and Zip Code

Telephone Number E-Mail Address

Fuil Name of Chief Executive Officer/Principal Officer of the Independent Spender (when Independent Spender is not an Individual)

Street Address, City/Town, State and Zip Code

Type of Entity of the Independent Spender

URL of the official website of the Independent Spender

Eull Name of each CANDIDATE referenced by the Independent Expenditure, Electioneering Communication or Covered Transfer and whether the

Covered Disbursement was made to Support or Oppose:

] Support Oppose EINot Applicable {Electioneering Communication)

:mSuppon mOppose m Not Applicabie {Electioneering Communication)}

1 Support Oppose I:]Not Applicable (Electioneering Communication)

: r:l Support | Oppose m Not Applicable (Electioneering Communication)

: m Suppor! Oppose [_INot Applicable {Electioneering Communication)

Full Name of each STATEWIDE REFERENDUM referenced by the Independent Expenditure, Electioneering Communication or Covered Transfer and

whether the Covered Dishursement was made to Support or Oppose:

; E]Support mOppose EINot Applicable (Electioneering Communication)

: DSupport DOppose Not Applicable (Electioneering Communication)




COVERED DISBURSEMENTS
Disbursement Disbursement
Pate Amount Name/Street Address: Person To Whom a Covered Disbursement Description
Was Made
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
Year to Date Total of AH Covered Disbursements Made by the Independent Spender: $
DONATIONS
Receipt Date Donation
Amount Donor Name and Street Address Aggregate Donations this
Occupation and Employer (if an Individuaf) Donor in the Election Cycle
Type of Entity {if not an Individual)
$ $
$ $
$ $
$ $
$ $
$ 3
$ $
$ $
$ $
$ $

Amount from Independent Spender’s own funds for Covered Disbursements for Independent Expenditures, Electioneering Communications
or Covered Transfers to Support or Oppose the Candidate(s) or Statewide Referendum: $

AFFIRMATION

{Print Name of Chief Executive Officer or Principat Officer of the independent Spender)

affirm, under penalty of false statement, that no covered disbursement contained herein is coordinated with any candidate, authorized candidate
committee or political party committee and that information provided is true and accurate and complies with Rl General Laws and with Rules and
Regulations adopted pursuant to RIGL §17-25.3 et seq.

X

Subscribed and Sworn before on:

Signature of Chief Executive Officer or Principal Officer of the X

Independent Spender

Date

Signature of Notary Public

Notary Public {Print Name)




INSTRUCTIONS

Reporting of Covered Dishursements for Independent Expenditures, Electioneering Communications and Covered Transfers

WHO NEEDS TO FILE:

It is lawful for any person, not otherwise prohibited by law and not acting in coordination with any candidate, authorized candidate
commitiee or political party committee (“Independent Spender™), {o expend personatly from that person’s own funds a sum which is not to
be repaid for any purpose not prohibited by law to support or defeat a candidate or referendum ("Covered Disbursement”).

WHEN TO FILE:
An Independent Spender shall file an initial report with the Board of Elections within seven (7) days of making Covered Disbursements
-that exceed $1,000 in the aggregate during a calendar year; except that, if an Independent Spender is required ta file an initial report
within 30 days of an election, the report shall be filed within 24 hours of making such Covered Disbursements.
e The initial report shall cover the period beginning on the first day of the calendar year and be complete through the date that
covered disbursements exceeding $1,000 in the aggregate are made.

After an Independent Spender files and initial report, subsequent reports shalt be filed within 7 days each time the Independent Spender
makes further Covered Disbursements aggregating an additional $1,000 or more with respect to the same election; except that, if an
independent Spender is required 1o file an initial report within 30 days of an election, the report shall be filed within 24 hours of making
such Covered Disbursements.
« Each subsequent report shall cover the period beginning on the date following the last date included in the previous report filed
and be compiete through the date that Covered Disbursemenis aggregating an additional $1,000 or more are made.

An Independent Expenditure or Electioneering Communication is “made” on the date when the Independent Expenditure or
Electioneering Communication is first publicly disseminated.
A Covered Transfer is “made” on thé date the funds are transferred or paid to the recipient.

WHAT TO FiLE:

A report of Covered Disbursements shall include the following information;

For the Independent Spender: The full name, street address, telephone number and e-mail address of the Independent Spender, An
independent Spender whao is an Individual shall also include their occupation and employer. An Independent Spender, other than an
Individual, shall also include the full name, street address, telephone number and e-mail address of the Treasurer or individual filing the
report on behalf of the Independent Spender; the full name and street address of the Chief Executive Officer or Principal Officer of the
Independent Spender; the type of entity {A tax-exempt organization under 501(c) of the IRS Code of 1986 shall specify with type of
exempt organization. A political committee shall include the Key# assigned by the Board of Elections); and the URL for the Independent
Spender’s official website, if any.

For each Covered Disbursement: The full name and strest address of every person to whom a Covered Disbursement was made; the
total amount and date of each Covered Disbursement; a description of each Covered Disbursement made, including the type of
disbursement and purpose; the full name of each candidate or referendum referenced by the independent expenditure or electioneering
communication and whether such disbursement supports or opposes that candidate or referendum {for independent expenditures). An
independent expenditure or electioneering communication that refers to more than one (1) clearly identified candidate or referendum shali
be apportioned among the candidates or referendums based on the proportionate value of the independent expenditure or electioneering
communication to each candidate or referendum referenced; and the year-to-date total of all Covered Disbursements made by the
Independent Spendet.

Donor Disclosure; The report shall include identification of every donor of $1,000 or more in the aggregate to the Independent Spender in
the current election cycle. For any donor who is an Individual, the report shall include the Individual's full name, street address,
occupation, and employer, the date and amount of the Individuals’ donation{s) during the period covered by the report and the aggregate
amount of all donations received from the Individual in the current election cycle. For any donor other than an Individual, the report shall
include the Person’s full name, street address, the date and amount of the Person’s donation(s) during the period covered by the report,
the aggregate amount of all donations received from the Person in the current election cycle, and the type of entity.

PENALTIES:

Any person, who willfully and knowingly violates the provisions of Chapter 25.3 of Title 17 shall, upon conviction, be guilty of a
misdemeanor and shall be fined not more than $1,000 per violation. The state Board of Elections may impose a civil penalty upon any
person, business or PAC who violates the provisions of Chapter 25.3 of Title 17 in the amount of $1000, or up to 150% of the aggregate
amount of the independent expenditures, electioneering communications or covered transfers per violation, whichever is greater.

THIS FORM MUST BE TYPEWRITTEN AND RETURNED TO THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Any report not completed properly will be returned and deemed unfiled

Please refer to Chapters 25 and 25.3 of Title 17 of RI General Laws and 410-RICR-10-00- of Rl Code of Regulations for guidance.

CF-8 Rev. 12/23




State of Rhode Island

Board of Elections
Campaign Finance Unit
2000 Plainfield Pike, Cranston, RI 02921
Tel. (401) 222-2345
www.elections.ri.gov

ACCOUNT CERTIFICATION (CF-9) (For Office Use dniy)
Name of Candidate or Politicai Action Committee (PAC) Key #
Candidate or PAC Address City/Town, State and Zip Code
Candidate or PAC Mailing Address (if different) City/Town, State and Zip Code
Telephone Number Daytime Telephone Number Fax Number E-mail Address

Pursuant to R.L.G.L. 17-25-11.2(a): Whenever a campaign account containing campaign funds received and expended by
a candidate, office holder, or treasurer...receives or expends at least $10,000 in any year, the account shall require the
appointment of a treasurer or deputly treasurer, who shall be a person other than the candidate. For such accounts, a
candidate may remain as either treasurer or deputy treasurer on his or her campaign account; provided, the treasurer or
deputy treasurer who is not the candidate shall examine all campaign account records and shall certify to the substantial
accuracy of the campaign finance report at the time of filing with the board of elections. The provisions of this section as to
examination and certification shall be applicable to political action committees.

ERTIFICATION

l, , in my capacity as (choose one)[ Jtreasurer,[ Jdeputy treasurer
Print Name

for the candidate or political action committee (PAC) named above, have examined all campaign records and certify to the
substantial accuracy of the campaign finance report designated below:

Reporting Period (choose one):

[C] 1#tQuarter (01/01-03/31) 28 Days Before Primary 1 28 Days Before Election
[C] 2™ Quarter (04/01-06/30) 7 Days Before Primary M 7 Days Before Election
[7] 39 Quarter (07/01-09/30) 7] 28 bays After Primary !j 28 Days After Election
1 4" Quarter (10/01-12/31) "] Other:
Subscribed and sworn before me this ____ day of 20
X X
Signature of treasurer/deputy treasurer Date Notary Public

Penalties: Any person violating the provisions of the Rhode island Campaign Contributions and Expenditures Reporting
Act (Chapter 25 of Title 17 of the Rhode Istand General Laws) including the reporting, examination and cerlification set forth
above shall be subject to the civil and criminal penalty provisions therein.

CF-9 Rev 06/20
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SUMMARY CHART

ALLOWABLE AND PROHIBITED CONTRIBUTIONS

(New Limit Effective January 1, 2024)

(Al limits shown below are aggregate amounts within a calendar year)

CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED:
Political All Candidates, Politig:al Earty-
CONTRIBUTIONS Candidate PAC Party P/l(\:Cs an‘cti,E Party O;ganlzBats%?ai &
FROM: Committee ommittees ar'ty' Buiiging
: Activities Only
L. . $2,000 Unlimited $10,000
Individual/Candidate (including in-kind) $2,000 $2,000
$10,000
$2,000 $25,000 (not counted
PAC (including in-kind) $2,000 $2,000 towards aggregate
annual limit)
$10,000
; $25,000 (not counted
Party Committee {unlimited in-kind) $2,000 $2,000 towards aggregate
annuatl limit)
Corporations,
Unions, " - - .
Business Entities Prohibited Prochibited Prohibited Prohibited
Unregistered PACs

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

e Contributions of cash in excess of $25 from a single source in the aggregate in a
calendar year are prohibited.

» Anonymous confributions are prohibited.

e Contributions from an individual's dependent child are deemed contributions from the
individual.

» There is no restriction on the amount of money a candidate may loan to his or her
own campaign.

s Loans are counted as contributions until repaid.

CAMPAIGN FINANCE MANUAL 47 APRIL 2026




APPENDIX C

CAMPAIGN FINANCE MANUAL 43 APRIL 2026




410-RICR-10-00-7

TITLE 410 — BOARD OF ELECTIONS
CHAPTER 10 - CAMPAIGN FINANCE

SUBCHAPTER 00 - N/A

i

PART 7 — Rules and Regulations on the Permitted and Prohibited Use of Campaign
Funds

71 Purpose

This regulation is hereby adopted by the Board of Elections (the “Board”) for
the purpose of clarifying and expounding on the provisions and requirements
of R.l. Gen. Laws § 17-25-7.2 of the Rhode Island Campaign Finance &
Expenditures Reporting Act (the “Act”) regarding the permitted and prohibited
used of campaign funds.

7.2 Authority

This regulation is adopted pursuant to R.I. Gen. Laws § 17-25-5(a)(3).

7.3 PersonalUse of Campaign Funds Prohibited

A. The personal use by any elected public office holder or by any candidate for
public office, as defined in R.l. Gen. Laws § 17-25-3, of campaign funds shall
be prohibited. For the purpose of this section, “personal use” is defined as
any use other than expenditures related to gaining or holding office and for
which the candidate for public office or elected public official would be
required to treat the amount of the expenditure as gross income under
Internal Revenue Code, 26 U.S.C. § 61 as from time to time amended.

B. An expenditure is related to gaining or holding office if that expenditure
results from the candidate’s campaign activity or the individual's duties as the
holder of a public office and is an expense that would not otherwise have
been incurred.

C. . Expenditures that are specifically prohibited under this chapter include:

1. Any residential or household items, supplies or expenditures, including
mortgage, rent or utility payments for any part of any personal
residence of a candidate or officeholder or a member of the
candidate’s or officeholder's family;

2. Mortgage, rent or utility payments for any part of any non-residential
property that is owned by a candidate or officeholder or a member of a



candidate’s or officeholder’'s family and used for campaign purposes,
o the extent the payments exceed the fair market value of the property
usage;

3. Funeral, cremation, or burial expenses, including any expenses related
to deaths within a candidate’s or officeholder's family;

4. Clothing, other than items of de minimis value that are used in the
campaign,

a. Expenditures for clothing shall be limited fo items of de minimis
value which display the candidate’s name or message, or which
promote the advocacy or defeat of an issue, or ballot question.
The cost per unit of said clothing shall not exceed twenty-five
dollars ($25.00).

b. Clothing which is rented for a specific campaign or officehoider
activity shall be deemed an allowable expense, provided that
the campaign making said rental shall be required to report the
item rented and the specific campaign or officeholder activity for
which it was rented.

5. Tuition payments;

6. Dues, fees or gratuities at a country club, health club, recreational
facility or other nonpolitical organization, unless part of a specific
fundraising event that takes place on the organization’s premises;

7. Salary payments to a member of a candidate’s family, unless the
family member is providing bona fide services to the campaign. If a
family member provides bona fide services to a campaign, any salary
payments in excess of the fair market value of the services provided is
personal use;

8. Admission to a sporting event, concert, theater, or other form of
entertainment, unless part of a specific campaign or officehoider
activity.

a. The purchase of “season tickets” is prohibited.

b. Individual tickets for individual events purchased as part of a
specific campaign or officeholder activity is a permitted use of
campaign funds, provided, that the campaign making said
purchase shall be required to report the specific campaign or
officeholder activity participated in and its purpose.

9. Payments of any fines, fees or penalties assessed pursuant to this
chapter.
D. Expenditures that are specifically permitted include any expense that results

from the candidate’s election campaign activity or the individual's duties as a



holder of elected office and is an expense that would not otherwise have
been incurred. Such expenditures include:

1. The defrayal or ordinary and necessary expenses of a candidate or
officeholder; '
2, Office ekpenses and equipment, provided the expenditures and the

use of the equipment can be directly atiributable to the campaign or
the officeholder's duties and responsibilities;

3. Donations to charitable organizations, provided the candidate or
officeholder does not personally benefit from the donation or receive
compensation from the recipient organization;

4, Travel expenses for an officeholder, provided that the travel is
undertaken as an ordinary and necessary expense of seeking, holding,
or maintaining public office, or seeking, holding, or maintaining a
position within the legislature or other publicly elected body. If a
candidate or officeholder uses campaign funds to pay expenses
associated with travel that involves both personal activities and
campaign or officeholders activities, the portion of expenses that result
from personal activities shall not be paid with campaign funds.

a. Travel: A candidate or officeholder is permitted to expend
campaign funds for travel directly related to a campaign or
officeholder activily. A candidate or officeholder expending
funds for fravel shall be required to file a “Vehicle Travel
Accounting Report” (Form CF-101) ("MV Travel Report”) (see §
7.3 of this Part). A candidate or officeholder may seek
reimbursement at a rate established by the Internal Revenue
Senrvice (IRS) for the year in which the travel is incurred.

b. Personal vehicle repair costs are prohibited.

C. The rental of a vehicle for a specific campaign or officehoider
activity is permitted, provided that said campaign or officeholder
activity must be reported.

d. The leasing of vehicles is prohibited unless the candidate or
officeholder, who contends that the leasing of a vehicle is
necessary for a campaign or for the officeholder to execute the
duties of his or her office may, prior to using funds from a
campaign account, file a request with the Board of Elections
seeking authorization to use said funds to lease a vehicle.

5. Gifts of nominal value and donations of a nominal amount made on a
special occasion such as a holiday, graduation, marriage, retirement or
death, unless made to a member of the candidate’s or officeholder’s
family.



Other:

a. “Nominal Value” shall mean a gift that does not exceed one
hundred dollars ($100.00) per occasion, unless otherwise
authorized by the Board of Elections prior to said expenditure
being incurred.

Meal expenses which are incurred as part of a campaign activity or as
part of a function that is related to the candidate’s or officeholder’s
responsibilities, including meals between and among candidate’s
and/or officeholders that are incurred as an ordinary and necessary
expense of seeking, holding, or maintaining public office, or seeking,
holding, or maintaining a position within the legislature or other publicly
elected body;

Food and beverages that are purchased as part of a campaign or
officeholder activity,

Reasonable and necessary childcare expenses for the dependent child
or children of a candidate or holder of public office as a result of
campaign or officeholder activity and would not otherwise have been
incurred.

The use of funds from a campaign account for the purpose of
grooming or enhancing one’s personal appearance is prohibited. Such
prohibited expenditures include, but are not limited to: cosmetic
surgery, haircuts, hairpieces, make-up, etc., provided that if said
expenditure is incurred for the purpose of a specific candidate or
officeholder activity, i.e., a debate, or the appearance on television or
other public forum, and, provided further, that the candidate or
officeholder can demonstrate that said expenditure was a necessary
expenditure for said activity. Moreover, a candidate or officeholder
seeking to expend funds for said purpose shall be required to report
the specific candidate or officeholder activity for which said
expenditure was required.

'Any campaign funds not used to pay for the expenses of gaining or holding
public office may:

1.
2.

Be maintained in a campaign account(s);

Be donated to a candidate for public office, to a political organization,
or to a political action committee, subject to the limitation on
contributions in R.l. Gen. Laws § 17-25-10.1;

Be transferred in whole or in part into a newly established political
action committee or ballot question advocate;

Be donated to a tax-exempt charitable organization as that term is
used in the Internal Revenue Code, 26 U.S.C. § 501(c)(3), or any



subsequent corresponding internal revenue code of the United States
as from time to time amended,;

Be donated to the state of Rhode Island; or

Be returned to the donor.
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2.1
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2.31

The within policy is for the purpose of establishing a schedule of fines and
penalties for those contributions made and received by individuals,
candidates/officeholders and entities in accordance with the Rhode Island
Campaign Contributions & Expenditures Reporting Act {(*Act”) and which exceed
the allowable annual contribution limits permitted by the Act.

Definitions
For the purpose of this palicy, the following definitions shall be in effect:

1. “Candidate/Officeholder” shall mean a candidate as defined pursuant to R.L
Gen. Laws § 17-25-3(2); an individual elected to and/or holding public
office; and, an individual accepting contributions and/or incurring
expendifures or maintaining an “open” campaign account are required to
file reports with the Board of Elections pursuant to the requirements of R.L
Gen. Laws Chapter 17-25.

2. “Entity” shall mean a political party committee and political action
committee (PAC).

Fines & Penalties

Confributions Made In Excess Of Allowable Limits

An individual, candidate/officeholder or entity which makes a contribution to a
candidate/officeholder or entity which is in excess of the allowable annual
contribution limits shall be subject to the following:

1. Upon determining that an individual, candidate/officeholder or entity has
made a contribution (or contributions) to a candidate/officeholder or entity
‘which, in the aggregate, exceeds the allowable annual contribution limits,



the individual, candidate/officeholder or entity, as the case may be, shall be
issued a warning against making any further contributions which exceed
the allowable annual limits, including those contributions which may be
made in excess of the allowable annual limits to other
candidates/officeholders or entities.

Upon determining that an individual, candidate/officeholder or entity, who
has previously received a waming from the Board pursuant to § 2.3.1(A)(1)
of this Part, has made a contribution (or contributions) to a
candidate/officeholder or entity which, in the aggregate, exceeds the
allowable annual contribution limits, the individual, candidate/officeholder or
entity, as the case may be, shall be issued a second warning against
making any further contributions which exceed the allowable annual limits,
inciuding those contributions which may be made in excess of the allowable
annual limits to other candidates/officeholders or entities.

Upon determining that an individual, candidate/officeholder or eptity, who
has received a second warning from the Board pursuant to § 2.3.1(A)}(2) of
this Part, has made a confribution {(or contributions) to a
candidate/officeholder or entity which, in the aggregate, exceeds the
allowable annual contribution limits, the individual, candidate/officeholder or
entity, as the case may be, shall be fined one hundred dollars ($100.00) for
each contribution(s) made to any candidate/officeholder or entity which
exceeds the allowable annual contribution limits.

2.3.2 Contributions Received In Excess Of Allowable Limits

A. A candidate/officeholder or entity which accepts contributions in excess of the
allowable annual contribution limits shall be subject to the following:

1.

Upon determining that a candidate/officeholder or entity has received
contributions which, in the aggregate, exceed the allowable annual
contribution limits, the candidate/officeholder or entity, as the case may be,
shall be issued a warning by the Board of Elections against accepting
contributions which exceed the allowable annual limits.

Upon determining that a candidate/officeholder or entity, who has
previously received a waming from the Board of Elections pursuant to §
2.3.2(A)(1) of this Part, has received confributions which, in the aggregate,
exceed the allowable annual contribution limits, the candidate/officeholder
or entity, as the case may be, shall be issued a second waming against
accepting contributions which exceed the allowable annual limits.

Upon determining that a candidate/officeholder or entity, who has received
a second waming the from the Board pursuant o § 2.3.2(A)2) of this Part,
has received contributions which, in the aggregate, exceed the allowable

annual contribution limits, the candidate/officeholder or entity, as the case
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may be, shall be fined twenty- five dollars ($25.00) for each contribution
received which exceeds the allowable annual coniribution limits.

4, Upon determining that a candidate/officeholder or entity, who has been
fined pursuant to § 2.3.2(A)}3) of this Part, has received contributions
which, in the aggregate, exceed the allowable annual contribution imits, the
candidate/officeholder or entity, as the case may be, shall be fined fifty
dollars ($50.00) for each contribution received which exceeds the allowable
annual contribution limits.

5. Upon determining that a candidate/officeholder or entity, who has been
fined pursuant to § 2.3.2(A)}4) of this Part, has received contributions
which, in the aggregate, exceed the allowable annual contribution fimits, the
candidate/officeholder or entity, as the case may be, shall be fined one
hundred dollars ($100.00) for each contribution received which exceeds the
allowable annual contribution limits.

The fines and penalties established in this section may be issued by the Board or
its designee; provided, however, that the Board or its designee may reduce or
waive any fines which may be assessed pursuant to this section.

Notwithstanding any other provision or requirement of this section, the Board of
Elections may, atits sole discretion, take any further action against an individual,
candidate/officeholder or entity which it deems appropriate and which may be
permitted pursuant to the Rhode Island Campaign Contributions And Expenditures
Reporting Act (R.l. Gen. Laws Chapter 17-25).

Applicability

This policy shall be effective upon adoption and shall apply to all contributions
made or received commencing on January 1, 2004, provided, however, that any
individual, candidate/officeholder or entity who shall have made or accepted
contributions in excess of the allowable annual limits prior to adoption of these
policies shall not be penalized or fined beyond the issuance of a wamning as
provided for in §§ 2.3.1(A)(1) or 2.3.2(A)(1) of this Part, as the case may be, for
the contributions made or accepted during this period which exceeded the
allowable limits.

The within policy is hereby adopted by the Board of Elections this 1st day of June
2004.
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TITLE410 - BOARD OF ELECTIONS
CHAPTER 10 - CAMPAIGN FINANCE

SUBCHAPTER 00 - N/A

Part 1 - Appealing of Late Fines

1.1

A

1.2

1.3

1.4

The Rhode Island Board of Elections hereby amends rules and regulations
relating to contributions and expenditures reporting pursuant to and in
accordance with R.l. Gen. Laws §§ 17-25-11(q) and 17-25.2-5(d).

Said rules and regulations are amended pursuant to the Administrative
Procedures Act (R.. Gen. Laws Chapter 42-35 et seq.) and are available for
public inspection at the offices of the Rhode Island Board of Elections, 50 Branch
Avenue, Providence, Rhode Island.

Purpose

This rule is adopted by the Board of Elections for the purpose of clarifying and
expanding upon R.. Gen. Laws §§ 17-25-11(g) and 17-25.2-5(d).

Definitions

"Filer” means any candidate, committee, or person required to file Campaign
Finance Reports pursuant to R.L Gen. Laws §§ 17-25-11 and 17-25.2-5.

"Supenvisory Staff means the Board of Elections' Executive Director, Director of
Campaign Finance, or their designees.

Contesting Late Filing Fines

When the Board of Elections assesses a Filer with a fine for failure to file reports
under R Gen. Laws §8§ 17-25-11(g}{2) or 17-25.2-5(d)(2), and the Fileris
subsequently notified by certified mail of the imposition of the fine, then the Filer
may appeal the fine on grounds that the fine was incorrectly imposed within thirty
(30) days of receipt of notice of the non-compliance or in the event that the notice
is not claimed, within forty-five (45) days of the date on which the notice was
sent. A failure to file a timely appeal shall be deemed an admission. Requests for
appeals must be in accordance with the Rules of Practice and Procedure in
Adjudicatory Hearings before the Rhode Island Board of Elections (Part 20-00-2
of this Title).




1.6

Nothing in this section shall prohibit the Board of Elections from acting on its own
motion to waive any fines or fees imposed.

Waiver of Late Filing Fines - For Good Cause Shown

Filers seeking waivers of fines or fees imposed under R.l. Gen. Laws §§ 17-25-
11(g) or 17-25.2-5(d) may request a waiver by the Board of Elections for good
cause shown within sixty (60) days of receipt of notice of the non-compliance or if
the notice is not claimed, within seventy-five (75) days of the date on which the
notice was sent. Waivers may only be considered if there are no reports past
due. Al waiver requests must be submitted either in writing or electronically and
contain the Filer's name, address, a statement specifying the fines and fees to be
waived, and cause for the late filing.

The Board of Elections hereby authorizes its Supervisory Staff to administratively
review and act upon all requests, including setting conditions for any full or partial
waivers, where the amount of fines and fees do not exceed five thousand dollars
($5,000 - Waiver requests where the amount off fines exceed five thousand
dollars ($5,000) will be submitted to the Board for public hearing, provided
however, that the Board hereby authorizes its legal counsel to take whatever
action is available under the law to collect any outstanding penalties and, with the
consent of the Board's Supervisory Staff, to set conditions for any full or partial
waivers.

Filers may appeal the Supervisory Staff's decision on any waiver-request for a de
novo public hearing to the Board of Elections within forty-five (45) days of the
date of the notice, which shall contain a statement of the Filer's right of appeal.
All requests for a hearing must be in writing and in compliance with the Rules of
Practice and Procedure in Adjudicatory Hearings before the Rhode Island Board
of Elections.

Nothing in this section shall prohibit the Board of Elections from acting on its own
motion to waive any fines or fees imposed.

Applicability - Prior Fines and Fees

All fines and fees due prior to the adoption of this regulation are hereby subject to
this regulation. All the rights and periods of waiver and appeal stated herein shall
commence with the date of adoption of this regulation. All previous notices sent
prior to the adoption of this regulation shall be deemed sufficient and shall not be
resent.

Implementation

The Board of Elections may promulgate procedures and forms necessary to
implement the within rules and regulations required under the Rhode island
General Laws.



These rules and regulations were adopted at a meeting of the State Board of
Elections held on 13th day of July 2010 pursuant to the Administrative

Procedures Act (R.l. Gen. Laws § 42-35-1, et seq.). By Order of the Rhode
Istand Board of Elections.
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TITLE410 - BOARD OF ELECTIONS
CHAPTER 10 - CAMPAIGN FINANCE

SUBCHAPTER 00 - N/A

Part 3 - Contributions and Expenditures Reporting

3.1

A

3.2

3.3

The Rhode Island Board of Elections hereby adopts the rules and regulations

- relating fo contributions and expenditures reporting pursuant to and in

accordance with R.l. Gen. Laws §§ 17-25-11 and 17-25.2-5.

Said rules and regulations are adopted pursuant to the Administrative
Procedures Act (R.I. Gen. Laws Chapter 42-35 et seq.) and are available for
public inspection at the offices of the Rhode Island Board of Elections, 50 Branch
Avenue, Providence, Rhode Isiand.

Purpose

This rule is adopted by the Board of Elections for the #urpose of clarifyi'ng and
expanding upon R.I. Gen. Laws §§ 17-25-11 and 17-25.2-5.

Definitions

“Campaign finance report” or “Report” means the Summary of Campaign Activity
{CF-2) form and, unless otherwise not required, the Schedule of Contributions
Received (CF-3) form and the Schedule of Expenditures (CF-4) form.

“Filer” means any candidate, committee, or person required to file Campaign
Finance Reports pursuant to Rl Gen. Laws §§ 17-25-11 and 17-25.2-5.

“Materially amend” means to add, delete, or alter more than 500 dollars ($500) or
ten percent (10%), whichever is larger, of the fotal fiscal sum of either the
confributions or expenditures onh any Campaign Finance Report. Provided,
however, that any willful omission of any amount shall be subject to review and
penalties by the Board.

“Substantially complete” means that ninety percent (90%) or more of the total
fiscal sum of all required contributions and expenditures are disclosed on the CF-
2 form and correspond to itemized amounts accounted for on the CF-3 and CF-4
forms.



3.4

Rules and Regulations for a Complete Report

When a Filer submits a Campaign Finance Report to the Board of Elections
pursuant to R.l. Gen. Laws §§ 17-25-11 and 17-25.2-5 that is Substantially
Complete, the date of the original submission will become the filing date.

When a Filer submits a Campaign Finance Report to the Board of Elections that
is not Substantially Complete and laier Materially Amends it, the date of
amendment will become the actual filing date. As a result, late filing fines and
fees may be assessed pursuant to Rl Gen. Laws §§ 17-25-11{g) and 17-25.2-

5(d).
Notice and Appeals

When the Board of Elections has reason fo believe that any required portions of
a Campaign Finance Report were late or willfully or knowingly left blank,
incomplete, or inaccurate, the Board may take action against the Filer pursuant
fo R\l Gen. Laws §§ 17-25-13, 17-25-16, 17-25-11{(q), and 17-25.2-5(d).

The Board of Elections shall notify the Filer of any violations by certified mail
pursuant to the requirements of R.L Gen. Laws § 17-25-11(3); the Filer has the
opportunity to appeal any actions based on any violations.

Notwithstanding any of the provisions of these rules and regulations, the Board of
Elections shall have the authority to waive late filing fees for good cause shown.

Implementation

The Board of Elections may promulgate procedures and forms necessary to
implement the within rules and regulations required under the Rhode Island
General Laws.

These rules and regulations were adopted at a meeting of the State Board of
Elections held on the 21 day of 2010 pursuant to the Administrative Procedures
Act (R.I. Gen. Laws Chapter 42-35-1, ef seq.). By Order of the Rhode Island
Board of Elections.
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TITLE410-BOARD OF ELECTIONS

CHAPTER 10 — CAMPAIGN FINANCE

SUBCHAPTER 00 - NA

PART 14 — CAMPAIGN FINANCE ACCOUNTS RECENABLE REDUCTION OF
PENALTIES AND SUSPENSION OF CAMPAIGN FINANCE ACCOUNT

14.1
A.

14.2

14.3

Authority

These rules are adopted by the Board of Elections pursuant to R.l. Gen. Laws §§
17-7-5(c) and 17-25-5(a)}(3). These rules are available for public inspection at the
offices of the Rhode Island Board of Elections, 2000 Plainfield Pike, Cranston,
Rhode Island, and are also available electronically on the website of the
Secretary of State inthe Rhode Island Code of Regulations.

Purpose

The Board of Elections ("Board”) hereby adopts the following rules regarding the
reduction of penalties and suspension of campaign finance accounts, pursuant to
R.L. Gen. Laws §§ 17-25-11(g)}(1X2) and (3), to be applied to those filers who
meet the following terms and conditions and are subject to the express approval
and determination by the Board.

Definitions

"Campaign Finance Account” shall mean the account that a candidate
establishes with the Board as part of the campaign registration process.

“Contributions” and “Expenditures” shall mean all transfers of money, credit or
debit card fransactions, on-line or electronic payment systems such as “pay pal,”
paid personal services, or other thing of value to or by any candidate, committee
of a political party, or political action committee or ballot question advocate.

“Election cycle” means the 24-month period commencing on January 1 of odd
number years and ending on December 31 of even number years; provided, with
respect to the public financing of election campaigns of general officers

under R.I. Gen. Laws Chapter 17-25, “election cycle” shall specifically mean the
48 month period commencing on January 1 of odd numbered years and ending
December 31 of even numbered years.

“Filer" means any person who is required to file campaign finance reports upon
forms prescribed by the Board of Elections of certain contributions received and



14.4

expenditures made to aid or promote the nomination, election, or defeat a
candidacy for public office.

(“Inactive campaign finance account” or “inactive campaign activity” shall refer to
a filer's campaign finance account in which there is no indication of any
contribution received or expenditure incurred during two (2) or more consecutive
election cycles.)

Conditions Required for Reduction of Penalties and Sus pensi-on
of CampaignFinance Account

The Board may vote to reduce certain penalties imposed upon filers under R.1.
Gen. Laws Chapter 17-25 and may also vote to suspend campaign finance
accounts if the following conditions are met and good cause is determined for
each category listed below. All filers who are the subject of Board review shall be
afforded notice of any hearing and an opportunity to establish that good cause
exists to reduce the penalties imposed under R.l. Gen. Laws § 17-25-11 and to
further determine that the filer's campaign finance account should be suspended.

1. Filers who have registered with the Board as a candidate for public
office but either did not file a declaration of candidacy or did not
qualify for placement on the ballot and the campaign finance
contributions and/or expenditures do not exceed and aggregate of
$1,000.00 in an election cycle:

a. The Board may vote to reduce the fine to a maximum of
$500.00 per delinquent report due through the end of the
election cycle in which the filer registered with the Board as
a candidate for public office. The Board may also vote to
suspend the accrual of all remaining penalties relating to
each delinquent report and/or suspend the filer's campaign
finance account.

2. Filers who have registered as a candidate for public office with the
Board, filed a declaration of candidacy and qualified for placement
on the ballot, but failed to file one or more campaign finance reports
due within the election cycle in which the candidate declared
candidacy and remains active with the Board:

a. The Board may vote to reduce the fine to a maximum of
$1,000.00 per delinquent report due through the second
election cycle next following the election cycle in which the
candidate last filed a declaration of candidacy for election to
public office;

b. The net amount of any campaign fund balance (ending cash
balance minus loans payable and all other approved



accounts payable and all other approved accounts payable)
greater than $0.00 is converted to a collectable debt; and

C. The Board may also suspend alf remaining penalties and
accrual of fees and/or suspend the candidate’s campaign
finance account.

3. Filers who have registered as a candidate for public office, filed a
declaration of candidacy and qualified for placement on the ballot,
and also filed all campaign finance reports due within each election
cycle in which they were a candidate, but failed to provide a final
accounting to dissolve the campaign finance account:

a. The Board may vote to reduce the fine imposed to a
maximum $1,000.00 per report that was due to be filed for
two or more consecutive election cycles in which the filer
was inactive, with no contributions received or expenditures
incurred, following the election cycle in which the candidate
last filed a declaration of candidacy for election to public
office;

b. The net amount of any campaign fund balance {ending cash
balance minus loans payable and alt other approved
accounts payable) greater than $0.00 is converted to a
collectable debt; and

c. The Board may also suspend all remaining penalties and /or
suspend the filer's campaign finance account.

4. Filers who have registered as a candidate for public office, filed a
declaration of candidacy and qualified for placement on the baliot,
and also filed all campaign finance reports due within an election
cycle, including a final accounting to dissolve the campaign finance

account:

a. The Board may vote to reduce any outstanding penalties to
a maximum of $1,000.00 per report that was filed past its
due date.

14.5 Modifications and Enforcement

A. The Board expressly reserves the right to modify any decision io reduce
penalties or suspend a campaign finance account if any information is discovered
that evidences confributions and/or expenditures that exceed the aggregate
amount of $1,000.00 during an election cycie. In such cases, the Board may
convene a hearing to reconsider and modify its decision and reimpose all
accrued penalties.



14.6

Failure to pay all penalties within the time allotted by the Board may resuilt in
further enforcement and collection actions, including but not limited to a referral
of the matter to the Department of Revenue-Central Collections Unit, or in the
absence of the Department of Revenue-Central Collections Unit, an alternate
debt collection service.

Implementation

The Board of Elections may promulgate procedure and forms necessary to
implement the requirements of this Part.
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